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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 

EASTERN DIVISION 
 
THE NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY ) 
OF THE BAHÁ'ÍS OF THE UNITED STATES ) 
OF AMERICA UNDER THE HEREDITARY ) 
GUARDIANSHIP, INC.    ) 
       ) 
    Counter-Defendant, )       Civil Action No. 64 C 1878  
       ) 

v.     )       The Honorable Amy J. St Eve 
       ) 
THE NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY ) 
OF THE BAHÁ'ÍS OF THE UNITED STATES ) 
OF AMERICA, INC.    ) 
       ) 
    Counterclaimant. ) 

 

DECLARATION UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY  
OF MARILYN KAY MEYER  IN SUPPORT OF  

ORTHODOX BAHÁ'Í FAITH RESPONDENTS’ RESPONSE TO 
MOTION FOR RULE TO SHOW CAUSE 

 
Marilyn Kay Meyer, hereby declares, under penalty of perjury, as follows: 

1. I have personal knowledge of the facts set forth herein, except as otherwise stated herein, 

and I make this Declaration in support of the Orthodox Bahá'í Faith ("OBF") 

Respondents’ Response to the Counterclaimant’s Motion for Rule to Show Cause. 

2. I became a declared member of the Bahá'í Faith in 1955 and remained in good standing 

until June, 1960, at which time I was expelled for daring to read Mason Remey's 

Proclamation, in opposition to their orders.  My community was ordered to shun me and 

did so. 
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3. I accepted Mason Remey as the second Guardian in late 1960. 

4. I accepted Joel B. Marangella as the third Guardian in late 1969. 

5. I am presently the Secretary, director, and registered agent of the Provisional National 

Bahá'í Council of the United States ("PNBC" or "Council"), the governing body for all 

Orthodox Bahá'í activity in the United States, and for all members of our Faith residing in 

the United States. I am the keeper of the records of the PNBC. 

6. I became a director of the PNBC during May, 2000, and was elected its Secretary on 

September 9, 2001. 

7. Although the contempt proceedings in the above-captioned matter names the PNBC and 

claims an intent to serve me with papers as registered agent, as of the date of this 

declaration, I have not been served with process or a copy of the Motion in this matter. 

8. The PNBC was incorporated in New Mexico on June 19, 1978, first under the name of 

"Mother Bahá'í Council of the United States," and the name was changed on August 24, 

2000, to its present name. 

9. The PNBC established its official web site on December 17, 1996 at 

http://www.rt66.com/~obfusa/council.htm ,. 

10. A number of individual members of the OBF in the United States have personal web 

pages dealing with the teachings of the Faith, but the PNBC does not exercise any control 

or dominion over them, except for a review of accuracy performed by our Review 

Committee. Among the web sites the National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá'ís of the 

United States ("NSA") complains about in its Motion, only the Council's site at 
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http://www.rt66.com/~obfusa/council.htm is maintained and controlled by the PNBC.  

The web site and domain name of http://www.truebahai.com is owned and maintained by 

Jeffrey Goldberg, one of our individual members.  The domain name 

http://www.orthodoxbahai.com is owned by Goldberg although entering that domain in a 

web browser will redirect the user to the PNBC's web site. The domain name http://bahai-

guardian.com is owned and maintained exclusively by the third Guardian, Joel B. 

Marangella, in Western Australia. 

11. All other web sites complained of by the NSA, upon information and belief, are not 

owned, maintained, or written by any Institution or individual members of the OBF. 

12. Although Franklin D. Schlatter, one of the Respondents to the NSA's Motion, has written 

a number of the articles which appear on the Council's web site, he does not have 

editorial control over the content of the site, which rests exclusively with the PNBC's 

directors.  Franklin D. Schlatter is not presently an officer or director on the Council, 

although he remains a member in good standing of the OBF in the United States. 

13. Of the nine directors of the PNBC, only two of them were in the leadership of the 

National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha’is of the United States of America Under the 

Hereditary Guardianship ("Remey NSA"), namely myself and my husband James A. 

Meyer.  Two others were formerly ordinary believers under the Remey NSA.  Upon 

information and belief, none of the other five directors had anything to do with the 

Remey NSA or Mason Remey's organization in the United States, being neither members 
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or leaders therein, as they joined the OBF some time after Joel B. Marangella proclaimed 

he was the third Guardian of the Faith in 1969. 

14. Upon information and belief, of the members of the OBF residing in the United States, 

approximately 80% of them were never members of Mason Remey's organization but 

joined the OBF after the proclamation by Joel B. Marangella that he was the third 

Guardian in 1969. 

15. The PNBC is not a successor of the Remey NSA which was dissolved approximately 12 

years earlier.  No property belonging to the Remey NSA was ever transferred to the 

PNBC, nor did the PNBC have anything to do whatsoever with the Remey NSA. 

16. The OBF does not use the term "Spiritual Assemblies" and it uses the qualifier 

"Orthodox" to distinguish itself and to signify our belief that we remain true to the 

Writings of the Faith. The PNBC does not use the Greatest Name or Wilmette House of 

Worship image on its official web site or publications. 

17. In order for a person to enroll in the OBF in the United States, they must sign a 

declaration form and then be accepted into membership in the Faith by the PNBC.  It has 

been the policy and practice of the PNBC to ensure that anyone who seeks to enroll in 

our organization demonstrate an understanding that there is more than one organization 

practicing the Bahá'í religion and to understand the differences in teachings between the 

OBF and the larger organization of Bahá'ís headed by the NSA, to make sure that nobody 

joins our Faith by mistake or from confusion. 
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18. Persons who were formally members of the Mason Remey organization but recognized 

Joel B. Marangella as the third Guardian were required to declare and enroll in the OBF 

and were not automatically treated as members of the OBF simply because they had 

accepted Mason Remey as the second Guardian. There were a significant number of 

persons in the Remey organziation who did not join the OBF. 

19. The PNBC does not sell publications or other items to anyone, but instead freely give out 

our information and publications to anyone who requests them. 

20. The PNBC accepts contributions only from declared believers in the OBF. 

21. Any person who contacts our organization for more information is told, specifically and 

directly, that there is more than one organization following the Bahá'í religion and that 

we are the ones who follow a living Guardian, Joel B. Marangella. 

22. The administrative structure of the OBF follows exactly the pattern and instructions set 

forth in the Writings of Bahá'u'lláh and `Abdu'l-Bahá, as interpreted by the Guardians of 

the Cause.  We believe that our Administration is divine in origin and therefore if we are 

prevented from functioning with local and national administrative bodies, an international 

body with the Guardian at its head, and with Hands of the Cause of God to assist the 

Guardian, then it would be tantamount to being denied our right to practice our religion. 

Attached as Exhibit 1 is an article from the U.S. Bahá'í News, a publication of the NSA, 

from September, 1948, the last page of which contains a chart of the Administrative 

Order as followed by the NSA's organization until 1957, and as the OBF continues to 

follow. 
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authority of the community. The members of these councils, themselves, have no individual authority. When duly 
constituted, however, and specifically when deciding matters as a body, they act as the head of the community. Bahá'u'lláh
envisioned a Supreme House of Justice, with local Houses of Justice in every community where nine or more adult
Bahá'ís reside. `Abdu'l-Bahá unveiled the "Secondary", or National House of Justice in his will. Seen as embryonic
institutions, national and local Houses of Justice are currently given the temporary appelation of "Spiritual Assemblies" 
and are expected, over time, to mature into fully mature Houses of Justice.

The Universal House of Justice is seen as morally infallible, though this belief has subtleties, in that the Universal House 
of Justice can both make new Bahá'í law and repeal its own laws (it may never alter the laws Bahá'u'lláh and `Abdu'l-Bahá
gave in the Bahá'í scriptures). This self-correcting, or self-adjusting feature is seen by some as indicating that the process 
is infallible, not the specific institution or any specific decision. National and Local Spiritual Assemblies are seen as 
requiring deference and obedience, but can be overruled by a superior elected institution. All decisions by these bodies 
must be made, and are considered valid if, and only if the body is duly constituted, and meeting as a body with a quorum
of members present. And these decisions are made through a specific process of consultation. Because these institutions 
are considered sacred, both the electoral and consultative decision-making process are given great respect and reverence.

The Universal House of Justice

The Universal House of Justice is the supreme governing body of the Bahá'í Faith. The Bahá'í writings affirm that its
decisions are "the source of all good and freed from all error". It is elected every five years, and currently sitting members 
of all National Spiritual Assemblies act as delegates to its election.

National Spiritual Assemblies

A National Spiritual Assembly (NSA) normally represents a country, although sometimes regions are assigned their own 
NSA (e.g Alaska). Sometimes several countries are grouped together into a single Assembly, for instance the Baltic 
States, or (originally) Canada and the United States. These boundaries are subject to the discretion of the Universal House 
of Justice, and can obviously change, Canada and the USA now having their own individual National Assemblies. These 
assemblies are elected annually through locally elected delegates.

Regional Bahá'í Councils

Regional Bahá'í Councils (RBC) have also been established in several larger national Bahá'í communities. They act under
the direction of a National Spiritual Assembly and are elected by members of the local Spiritual Assemblies in their 
jurisdiction. They are increasingly taking on community growth and development activities, and provide guidance and 
structure for local communities' coordination on these.

Local Spiritual Assemblies

A Local Spiritual Assembly (LSA) represents a town, city, or county, and are elected annually by direct election. If a 
locality only has nine Bahá'ís, then no election process is necessary. The Local Assemblies govern Bahá'í community life
at the local level, and administer the affairs of the entire community, including coordinating the Nineteen Day Feast, holy 
day observances, funeral services, marriage counselling and many other tasks, though these are generally done through 
committee appointment.

Appointed Institutions
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Bahá'u'lláh makes reference to "the learned" among his people. These are 
seen to take the moral leadership role often occupied by a professional 
priesthood, though without any temporal authority. The functions of this 
branch were originally carried out by the Hands of the Cause of God
appointed by Bahá'u'lláh, `Abdu'l-Bahá, and Shoghi Effendi. When it was
determined that no more "Hands" could be appointed, the Universal House
of Justice formed the Institution of the Counsellors to fulfill their duties. 
The appointed members act as individuals. While they have no authority 
to command or rule on matters, they are "the learned" and individuals and 
institutions are morally obliged to consider their opinions. These 
individuals inspire, encourage, enjoin, and make the community aware of 
relevant scripture and guidance from the central institutions. Their 
function is loosely defined, though their duties are divided into the two 
general categories of protection and propagation of the Bahá'í Faith. The
learned have a similar geographic hierarchy:

International Counsellors

The International Counsellors are nine individuals appointed to the 
International Teaching Centre, which is a body that directly assists the 
Universal House of Justice at the Bahá'í World Centre. They advise
Bahá'ís at the international level and coordinate the efforts of the Continental Counsellors.

Continental Counsellors

Individual Counsellors are assigned to continental boards, where they interact directly with several National Spiritual 
Assemblies. They often act in an informational capacity, communicating the direction and discussions at the World Centre
to national communities. They will often focus their work on one or a set of countries within their jurisdiction.

Auxiliary Boards

Auxiliary Boards are appointed by the Continental Counsellors to assist them on a smaller geographic scale. They work 
with any Local Spiritual Assemblies, Regional Councils, and individuals within their jurisdiction. There are typically two 
boards in a single geographical region, one responsible for protection, and one for propagation of the community, though 
these functions often overlap. Both boards report to the Continental Board that appointed them, regardless of their focus.

Assistants

Each Auxiliary Board member appoints "assistants" that operate on their behalf at the grassroots level. These assistants 
often meet with Local Spiritual Assemblies, speak at events, and are sought for advice by individual community members.
They will sometimes have a very localized mandate, such as to focus on youth in a particular city, or they can be 
appointed broadly. Their role is as flexible as their Auxiliary Board Member feels is appropriate.

Elections

Bahá'ís consider their electoral process to be a sacred act, essential to the health of the community. Great effort is spent on
organizing elections to meet with the exacting standards set by Shoghi Effendi. As a result of such attention to the details, 
the process, and the spirit of the event, such carefully held elections result in what Shoghi Effendi indicates is a divinely 
directed election process.

Method

Bahá'í elections use what is described as a three-stage councilor-republican system, which differs in who are the electors

Members of the Continental Boards of 
Counsellors together with members of the 

Universal House of Justice, members of the 
International Teaching Centre, and, at front, 

centre, the Hand of the Cause of God Dr. 
Ali-Muhammad Varqa. Date: 2005-12-28



Bahá'í administration - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bah%C3%A1%27%C3%AD_administration

8 of 10 12/8/2006 3:04 PM

and who are the eligible members depending on the scope of the election. At all levels, only residents within the 
jurisdiction of the body being elected are eligible for membership, and all elections are won by plurality. In general, adult
Bahá'ís in good standing resident in the jurisdiction are both the electorate (either directly or through delegation) as well
as the pool of potential members of the body being elected.

Members are selected based on Shoghi Effendi's criteria. Bahá'í electors are called upon to look for certain qualities in
those whom they elect:

"Let us recall His explicit and often-repeated assurance that every Assembly elected in that rarified atmosphere of
selflessness and detachment is in truth, appointed of God, that its verdict is truly inspired, that one and all should 
submit to its decision unreservedly and with cheerfulness ... the elector ... is called upon to vote for none but those 
whom prayer and reflection have inspired him to uphold... Hence it is incumbent upon the chosen delegates to 
consider without the least trace of passion and prejudice, and irrespective of any material consideration, the 
names of only those who can best combine the necessary qualities of unquestioned loyalty, of selfless devotion, 
of a well-trained mind, of recognized ability and mature experience... Nothing short of the all-encompassing, 
all-pervading power of His Guidance and Love can enable this newly enfolded order to gather strength and flourish
amid the storm and stress of a turbulent age, and in the fullness of time vindicate its high claim to be universally 
recognized as the one Haven of abiding felicity and peace."[1]

Non-Partisanship

Shoghi Effendi sternly deprecated partisan politics and certain other practices current in western democracies, such as 
campaigning and nomination. As a result:

Nominations and campaigning are prohibited. Bahá'ís, according to Shoghi Effendi, should not seek to advance
themselves above their neighbour.
Voters are urged not to consult with each other about the suitability of individuals.
Voters are strongly encouraged to study and discuss, in abstract, the five qualities named by Shoghi Effendi as 
being necessary in those elected to serve, without reference to individuals.
Individuals should be selected only on the basis of the five mentioned qualities, without reference to material 
means or other characteristics, except insofar as they provide insight into the five qualities.
Those elected are expected to serve, though in cases of extreme personal difficulty, such a member may request 
that the body to which they are elected excuse and replace him or her.
In the event of a tying vote for last place, if one of these individuals is a member of a minority, this individual is 
automatically awarded the position. (In the US, this refers to racial minority.) If this is unclear, or if there is 
disagreement as to whether the minority rule applies, a run-off election is held in which votes are cast only for one 
of those tying.

Shoghi Effendi saw these (and other) aspects as essential to preserving the full rights and perogatives of the electors, 
guarding them against manipulation.

Electoral Scope

Local or regional

At the local (city, town, county) level of administration, the Local Spiritual Assembly, adult Bahá'ís in that particular
locality get to vote once a year for their nine-member Local Spiritual Assembly.

In the United States, Canada, and India, regional councils are elected by members of these Local Spiritual Assemblies in 
an election conducted by mail. Again, no nominations occur, each Local Spiritual Assembly member is directed to submit 
the names of those individuals who are resident in the region they feel are best suited to serve.

Some larger Bahá'í communities, such as in the city of Toronto, Ontario in Canada, are slated to move to an indirect 
delegated system similar to that used in National elections.
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National

The selection of the National Spiritual Assembly is indirect using an electoral-unit delegation method. The nation is 
divided into voting districts or units. In each district the members are charged to select one or a few delegates who will 
represent them at the annual national convention, and who will vote for the members of the National Spiritual Assembly. 
The members at the local level then elect the individual(s) whom they believe will best represent them at the national 
convention, and who is the best qualified to vote for National Spiritual Assembly members. No input is provided to the 
delegate on whom to vote for in the national election. The number of delegates per country is determined by the Universal
House of Justice according to the size of the national community; the National Spiritual Assembly determines the 
geographic area covered by each unit/district.

Global

Every five years from 1963, members of all National Spiritual Assemblies are called to vote at an International 
Convention at the Bahá'í World Centre in Haifa, Israel for members of the Universal House of Justice. These members act
as delegates in a manner similar to National Bahá'í elections. Those who are unable to attend send postal ballots.

Service on multiple institutions

Bahá'ís may, depending on circumstances, serve on multiple institutions. Members of National Spiritual Assemblies have
served on Local Spiritual Assemblies, and assistants within the appointed institutions may serve on Local Spiritual 
Assemblies. However, beyond this there are several practical limitations. National Spiritual Assemblies may ask Local 
Spiritual Assemblies to excuse those who are members of both bodies from executive positions, to free their time to do the
work of that National Spiritual Assemblies. Members of the Auxiliary Boards appointed by the Counsellors who are 
elected to such an institution are asked to choose to serve either in their elected or appointed capacity, but not both. 
Members of the Universal House of Justice do not simultaneously serve on other elected bodies, though this may not be a 
formal policy.
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NATIONAL  BAHA'I  COUNCIL  
OF  THE  UNITED  STATES

TABLE OF CONTENTS:

Welcome - Short introductory paragraphs

General Information

Memorable quotations of Bahá'u'lláh, the Prophet-Founder of the Bahá'í Faith
Spirit  Enkindling  Words - Statements of Bahá'u'lláh and 'Abdu'l-Bahá
The Basic Principles of the Bahá'í Faith identified by Shoghi Effendi, First Guardian
Summary of the Bahá'í Faith by the third Guardian ("The Bahá'í Faith--A Summary of its Aims,
Teachings and History")

 UPDATED! Capsule view of the Orthodox Bahá'í Faith
What Is An Orthodox Bahá'í?
The Overlooked Importance of Pilgrims' Notes
How and Why Shoghi Effendi Obscured the Appointment of his Successor and the Consequences
A Critique Revealing Erroneous Statements and Interpretations Pertaining to the Continuity of
the Guardianship in Adib Taherzadeh's Book THE COVENANT OF BAHÁ'U'LLÁH
Is the Will of 'Abdu'l-Bahá passe'
 Personal Accounts on Becoming an Orthodox Bahá'í     

Essential Baha'i Documents with some facsimiles

The Will and Testament of 'Abdu'l-Bahá - The Charter of the New World Order
Some key passages written by Shoghi Effendi that relate to the continuing Guardianship of the Faith
The Embryonic UHJ (The International Bahá'í Council) - a diagram showing results of First 
Guardian's 9 January 1951 Proclamation (Facsimile of source in Bahá'í News, February 1951)
Shoghi Effendi's interpretation of "The day that shall not be followed by night", identifying the
importance of the continuing Guardianship (Facsimile of source in Bahá'í News, June 1950)
The Fateful Decisions Affecting the Future of the Cause Made by the Hands Assembled at Bahji Two
Weeks after the Passing of Shoghi Effendi (The unrecorded and unpublished account as revealed by one who
was present)

Facsimile of page 2, June 1949 ("On Expulsion and Reinstatement of Covenant-Breakers")
Facsimile of page 8, June 1950 ("Divine Guidance")
Facsimile of page 1, February 1951 (No. 240) ("Epoch Making Decision...")
Facsimile of page 1, February 1955 (No. 288) ("Passage on Will and Testament")
Facsimile of N.S.A. Message of November 6, 1957
Facsimile of Bahá'í News, January 1958
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Articles Primarily Concerned with the Baha'i Covenant

‘Abdu’l-Bahá on the Covenant, Plus a Significant Statement on Branchhood As presented in
a Tablet to Mary Lesch on July 22, 1912 (article by Frank Schlatter)
THE COVENANT From Bahá'u'lláh to The Year 2000     
Key statements of 'Abdu'l-Bahá regarding the importance of the Lesser Covenant and the manner in
which the Guardianship of the Faith is to be continued
Some Basic Facts Related To The Bahá’í Covenant - an article that shows heterodox Bahá'ís have
changed the definition of the Covenant
The Tree of the Covenant of Bahá'u'lláh by Joel B. Marangella, third Guardian of the Bahá'í Faith

Heterodox Baha'i Positions--Misled Views on the Faith

 Focus on “lineal” and “lineage”, not “Aghsán” by Hand of the Cause of God Frank 
Schlatter

 The Erring Hands on Trial A hypothetical trial held in the next world
"THE CHICAGO MANIFESTO"  from the Hands of the Cause
The So-called "Bahá'ís Under the Provisions of the Covenant" are Heterodox Believers
The Problem Faced by Sans-Guardian Bahá'ís
The Wrongful Pattern of the Sans-Guardian Bahá'ís
Heterodox Bahá'ís reject the Clearly-established Positions of 'Abdu'l-Bahá and Shoghi Effendi

Orthodox Baha'i Position--Statements in Contrast to Heterodox Positions

 AN ORTHODOX BAHA’I'S VIEWS ON STATEMENTS MADE BY SHOGHI EFFENDI
IN HIS “DISPENSATION”-The First Guardian’s “Spiritual Testament”-

 God's Hands are Not Tied Frank Schlatter goes to the Qu'ran and the Old Testament for 
assurance that what God has promised will come to pass, whether we want it so or not! 

 The Hands of the Cause of God: What are Their Functions? Abdu'l-Bahá's Will sets forth
the Hands' function and it is clear that the Hands are not the Center of the Cause

 Response to "Mason Remey and Those Who Followed Him" The official response from
the Mother Bahá’í Council of the United States to the sans-Guardian UHJ's article about Mason
Remey and his followers
Unity Within the Faith Requires Unity on the Word
Three Letters of the Sans-Guardian UHJ Appraised
Logic and proofs of the Orthodox Bahá'í Faith: a series of syllogisms written to provide others
with the Orthodox Bahá'í perspective on the continuing Guardianship of the Faith
A series of 57 statements that utilize the Bahá'í writings and historical facts to document the
continuing Guardianship of the Faith
Warning: This Religious Faith Now Contains Heresy - a paper that discloses how heterodox
Bahá'ís have erroneously changed the true Bahá'í Faith to a man-made religion
Some Un-Answered Questions for which sans-Guardian Bahá'ís have no rational, authoritative
answers
Neither the Hands Nor the UHJ Have the Authority to Overrule the Guardian particularly with 
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Shoghi Effendi Never Gave Anyone Else the Right to Expel Believers - that authority was the 
Guardian's alone (Facsimile of source in Bahá'í News, June 1949)
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THE COVENANT

From Bahá'u'lláh

to 

The Year 2000

PREFACE
Bahá'ís the world over take great satisfaction in the fact that Bahá'u'lláh, the Manifestation of God
for this day, provided them with a Covenant that, according to Shoghi Effendi, the Guardian and
"Center of the Cause" from 1921 to 1957, "can find no parallel in the Scriptures of any previous
Dispensation." 

Any number of Bahá'ís have attempted to explain the Covenant and have provided their
respective views on this "most great characteristic of the revelation of Bahá'u'lláh," as identified
by ‘Abdu'l-Bahá, Son of the Manifestation and the Center of His Covenant.

Prior to the disclosure of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá's Will and Testament, which perpetuated the Bahá'í
Covenant, Mírzá Ab'ul-Fadl wrote: "To the people of faith, the clear appointment of the Center of
the Cause, after the Departure of the Manifestation is considered the most important point in
religious matters, as it is the greatest channel which connects the servants of God with holy
divine Truth."

Mírzá Ali Kuli Khan spoke of Bahá'u'lláh's having written "His blessed book of His Covenant
with His own hand and sealed it with his own seal, in which book He entered into a Covenant
with all the people of the world, including His own household and 'branches,' that after His
ascension they should unanimously bear allegiance to and obey His eldest son, the Greatest
Branch, the Mystery of God, the Center of the Covenant, ‘Abdu'l-Bahá."

J.E. Esslemont referred to the exemplification of the "spiritual or Providential character of the
Faith" first in ‘Abdu'l-Bahá and then "in the continuance, after ‘Abdu'l-Bahá, of the office of
interpreter of the Sacred Writings in the person of the successive Guardians provided in
‘Abdu'l-Bahá's Testament. The Faith, therefore, throughout its era will never suffer the
disintegrating influence of schisms resulting from differences of interpretation."

More recently, John Ferraby wrote: "this Covenant is about a Successor, the paramount
obligation is to turn towards that Successor, an obligation Bahá'u'lláh refers to in...the
Kitáb-i-Aqdas." Ferraby also stated that "‘Abdu'l-Bahá, in His turn, arranged that the Cause
would still have a visible Centre after His passing, by providing for a succession of Guardians of
the Cause of God to follow Him. He Himself was and still is the spiritual Centre of Bahá'u'lláh's
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Covenant, but on earth 'all must seek guidance and turn unto the Centre of the Cause.'"

With regard to the Covenant, Rúhíyyih Khánum, wife of the first Guardian, wrote: "The principle
of successorship, endowed with the right of Divine interpretation, is the very hub of the Cause
into which its Doctrines and Laws fit like the spokes of a wheel - tear out the hub and you have to
throw away the whole thing." 

Thus, there is no question that over the years the Bahá'ís have looked upon the Covenant of
Bahá'u'lláh as an integral aspect of their Faith. However, it has been observed since the passing of
Shoghi Effendi that conflicting views have been expressed on the meaning and significance of the
Covenant. Therefore a compilation that shows the relationship of the Bahá'í leadership to that
Covenant has been deemed an important endeavor and, accordingly, it is provided here.

Bahá'u'lláh and His Covenant With the Believers in His Cause
[Ed Note: At the end of page five and on page six of his commentary on the Will and Testament of
‘Abdu'l-Bahá, Joel B. Marangella, the third Guardian, has provided a short selection of extracts gleaned
from the Writings of Bahá'u'lláh that "disclose the unique and wondrous Station of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá"--the
Center of His Covenant. That section of his commentary would appear to be a most appropriate beginning
for this compilation dealing with the Bahá'í Covenant, so it is given here.]

In the Kitáb-i'Aqdas Bahá'u'lláh proclaims: "When the ocean of My presence hath ebbed and the Book of My
Revelation is ended, turn your faces toward Him Whom God hath purposed, Who hath branched from this
Ancient Root."

In the Súriy-i-Ghusn (Tablet of the Branch) the following verses are recorded: "There hath branched from the
Sadratu'l-Muntahá [a reference to the Manifestation of God] this sacred and glorious Being, this Branch of
Holiness; well is it with him that hath sought His shelter and abideth beneath His shadow. Verily the Limb of
the Law of God hath sprung forth from this Root which God hath firmly implanted in the Ground of His Will,
and Whose Branch hath been so uplifted as to encompass the whole of creation."

"Render thanks unto God, O people, for His appearance; for verily He is the most great Favor unto you, the
most perfect bounty upon you; and through Him every mouldering bone is quickened. Whoso turneth towards
Him hath turned towards God, and whoso turneth away from Him hath turned away from My Beauty, hath
repudiated My Proof and transgressed against Me."

"They who deprive themselves of the shadow of the Branch are lost in the wilderness of error, are consumed
by the heat of worldly desires, and are of those who will assuredly perish."

In another Tablet Bahá'u'lláh addresses ‘Abdu'l-Bahá in the following Words: "We have made Thee a shelter 
for all mankind;" and in yet another Tablet: "a shield unto all who are in heaven and on earth...."

In a letter addressed to ‘Abdu'l-Bahá by Bahá'u'lláh, when the former was visiting Beirut, He referred to Him
as "the Most Mighty Branch of God - His ancient and immutable Mystery." ("Commentary on the Will and
Testament of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá", Herald of the Covenant, published by the Orthodox Bahá'ís of Australia,
January 1985)

Statements of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá on the Covenant 
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and His Continuation Of Bahá'u'lláh's Divine Purpose
"The first condition is firmness in the Covenant of God. For the power of the Covenant will protect the Cause
of Bahá'u'lláh from the doubts of the people of error. It is the fortified fortress of the Cause of God and the
firm pillar of the religion of God. Today no power can conserve the oneness of the Bahá’í world save the
Covenant of God; otherwise differences like unto a most great tempest will encompass the Bahá’í world."
("Tablets of the Divine Plan", p. 51--Unveiled in April 1919)

"In accordance with the explicit text of the Kitáb-i-Aqdas Bahá'u'lláh hath made the Center of the Covenant
the Interpreter of His Word - a Covenant so firm and mighty that from the beginning of time until the present
day no religious Dispensation hath produced its like." (The World Order of Bahá'u'lláh, p. 136--First 
printing in 1938)

"According to the clear text of the Kitáb-i-Aqdas and other tablets, the Center of the Covenant is the remover
of all difficulties, for he is the interpreter of the Book. Not one soul has the right to say one word of his own
account, or to explain anything or to elucidate the text of the Book, whether in public or private..." ("Star of 
the West", Vol. VIII, p. 223; also: "The Covenant and Administration", printed 1951, p. 16) 
(Ed. Note: It should be apparent that the prevention of differences, according to ‘Abdu'l-Bahá, will occur
when everyone turns to the Center, the interpreter of the Writings.)

"Today, the most important affair is firmness in the Covenant, because firmness in the Covenant wards off
differences." 
(The Covenant, p. 116; See also: Star of the West, Vol. XII, p. 227 or Herald of the Covenant, Issue #4, p. 
14)

"...Bahá'u'lláh covenanted, not that I (Abdu'l-Bahá) am the Promised One, but that ‘Abdu'l-Bahá is the
Expounder of the Book and the Centre of His Covenant, and that the Promised One of Bahá'u'lláh will appear
after one thousand or thousands of years. This is the Covenant which Bahá'u'lláh made." (The Covenant, p. 
116; See also: Star of the West, Vol. XII, p. 228 or Herald of the Covenant", Issue #3, p. 14)

"No power can eliminate misunderstandings except that of the Covenant. The power of the Covenant is
all-embracing, and resolveth all difficulties, for the Pen of Glory hath explicitly declared that whatever
misunderstanding may arise should be referred to the Centre of the Covenant...." (The Covenant, p. 128)

"Misunderstanding cannot be eliminated by any power save that of the Covenant...All previous Books are
subordinate to the Book of the Covenant...Consider...if the friends remain firm in the Covenant, will there be
any misunderstanding among them? No, by God!" (Star of the West, Vol. X, pp. 235-6; Also: Herald of the 
Covenant, Issue #4, pp. 15-16)

"...we must all turn our faces to the appointed Center in order that Bahá'í unity might be preserved; otherwise
in one year the Bahá'ís would be divided into a thousand sects." (Star of the West, Vol. V, p. 233; Also
Herald of the Covenant, Issue #4, p. 14)

"Bahá'u'lláh desired that there should not be any ground or reason for disagreement among the Bahá'ís.
Therefore, with His own pen He wrote the Book of His Covenant, addressing His relations and all people of
the world…. "He [Bahá’u’lláh] has fully expounded the function and potency of that Personage [referred to in
the Book of His Covenant], so that no one shall say, "I understand this from the writings of Bahá'u'lláh," for
He has appointed the Center, or Expounder, of the Book…..It is as though a king should appoint a
governor-general. Whosoever obeys him, obeys the king. Whosoever violates and disobeys him, violates the
king. Therefore, whosoever obeys the Center of the Covenant appointed by Bahá'u'lláh has obeyed
Bahá'u'lláh, and whosoever disobeys Him has disobeyed Bahá'u'lláh." (Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 
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323) 
[Ed. Note: Your attention is directed to the word "Personage"--one individual vested with the power to
prevent disagreement.]

"To ward off …dissensions…and prevent any person from creating a division or sect the Blessed Perfection,
Bahá'u'lláh, appointed a central authoritative Personage, declaring Him to be the expounder of the Book." 
(Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 382)

"´We are commanded to turn to one Center. We do not obey various centers.'" (Promulgation of Universal 
Peace, p. 385)

"Bahá'u'lláh has written a Covenant and Testament with His own pen, declaring that the One Whom He has
appointed the Center of the Covenant shall be turned to and obeyed by all." (Promulgation of Universal 
Peace, p.386)

"As to the most great characteristic of the revelation of Bahá'u'lláh, a specific teaching not given by any of the
Prophets of the past: It is the ordination and appointment of the Center of the Covenant. By this appointment
and provision He has safeguarded and protected the religion of God against differences and schisms, making
it impossible for anyone to create a new sect or faction of belief. To ensure unity and agreement He has
entered into a Covenant with all the people of the world, including the interpreter and explainer of His
teachings, so that no one may interpret or explain the religion of God according to his own view or opinion
and thus create a sect founded upon his individual understanding of the divine Words. The Book of the
Covenant or Testament of Bahá'u'lláh is the means of preventing such a possibility…" (Promulgation of 
Universal Peace, p. 455)

"…if on some point or other a difference ariseth among two conflicting groups, let them refer to the Centre of
the Covenant for a solution to the problem." (Selections from the Writings of `Abdu'l-Bahá, p. 204)

"The purpose of the Blessed Beauty in entering into this Covenant and Testament was to gather all existent
beings around one point so that the thoughtless souls, who in every cycle and generation have been the cause
of dissension, may not undermine the Cause." (Selections ...`Abdu'l-Bahá, p. 219)

"Praise be to God, all such doors [of dissension] are closed in the Cause of Bahá'u'lláh for a special
authoritative Centre hath been appointed - a Centre that solveth all difficulties and wardeth off all differences.
" (Selections ..`Abdu'l-Bahá, p. 225)

"It is incumbent upon the guardian of the Cause of God to appoint in his own life-time him that shall become
his successor, that differences may not arise after his passing." (The Will and Testament of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá, p.
12 of 1944 edition)

"The Hands of the Cause of God must be nominated and appointed by the guardian of the Cause of God. All
must be under his shadow and obey his command.... "This body of the Hands of the Cause of God is under
the direction of the guardian of the Cause of God. He must continually urge them..." (The Will and
Testament of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá, pp. 12-13, 1944 edition)

"...the Hands of the Cause of God must be ever watchful and so soon as they find anyone beginning to oppose
and protest against the guardian of the Cause of God, cast him out from the congregation of the people of
Bahá." (The Will and Testament of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá, p. 12, 1944 edition) 
[Ed. Note: The only violation within the Faith that the Hands of the Cause are empowered by the Will to act
upon has to do with those who oppose and protest against the Guardian.]

"It is incumbent upon the members of the House of Justice, upon all the Aghsan, the Afnan, the Hands of the
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Cause of God to show their obedience, submissiveness and subordination unto the guardian of the Cause of
God, to turn unto him and be lowly before him." (The Will and Testament of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá, p. 11, 1944 
edition)

"He is the expounder of the words of God..." (The Will and Testament of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá, p. 11, 1944 edition)

"By this body [the Universal House of Justice] all things must be referred. It enacted all ordinances and
regulations that are not to be found in the explicit Holy Text. By this body all the difficult problems are to be
resolved and the guardian of the Cause of God is its sacred head and the distinguished member for life of that
body." (The Will and Testament of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá, p. 14, 1944 edition)

"Should he [the guardian] not attend in person its [the Universal House of Justice's] deliberations, he must
appoint one to represent him. Should any of the members commit a sin, injurious to the common weal, the
guardian of the Cause of God hath at his own discretion the right to expel him, whereupon the people must
elect another one in his stead. This House of Justice enacted the laws..." (The Will and Testament of
‘Abdu'l-Bahá, p. 14, 1944 edition) 
[Ed. Note: It should be clear from the two preceding quotations that it is essential for the Guardian of the
Cause to be the head of the Universal House of Justice, that a body which calls itself the Universal House of
Justice but which is minus the Guardian is not in compliance with the Will and Testament of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá,
the Document that the first Guardian called the "Charter of the New World Order".]

STATEMENTS MADE BY SHOGHI EFFENDI 
ON THE COVENANT 

AND 'ABDU'L-BAHÁ'S WILL 
AND THE RELATION OF THAT WILL 
TO THE FIRST GUARDIAN'S ACTIONS

"As regards the meaning of the Bahá'í Covenant: The Guardian considers the existence of two forms of
Covenant both of which are explicitly mentioned in the literature of the Cause. First is the Covenant that
every Prophet makes with humanity or, more definitely, with His people that they will accept and follow the
coming Manifestation who will be the reappearance of His reality. The second form of Covenant is such as
the one Bahá'u'lláh made with His people that they should accept the Master [‘Abdu'l-Bahá]. This is merely to
establish and strengthen the succession of the series of Lights that appear after every Manifestation. Under the
same category falls the Covenant the Master made with the Bahá'ís that they should accept His administration
after Him." (Directives of the Guardian, #43)

"To direct and canalize these forces let loose by this Heaven-sent process [initiated by the Báb and
consummated by the laws and ordinances of Bahá'u'lláh], and to insure their harmonious and continuous
operation after His ascension, an instrument divinely ordained, invested with indisputable authority,
organically linked with the Author of the Revelation Himself, was clearly indispensable. That instrument
Bahá'u'lláh had expressly provided through the institution of the Covenant..." 
(God Passes By, p. 238)

"...nowhere in the books pertaining to any of the world's religious systems...do we find any single document
establishing a Covenant endowed with an authority comparable to the Covenant which Bahá'u'lláh had
Himself instituted." 
(God Passes By, p. 238)
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"...this Covenant has been bequeathed to posterity in a Will and Testament which, together with the
Kitáb-i-Aqdas and several Tablets, in which the rank and station of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá are unequivocally disclosed,
constitute the chief buttresses designed by the Lord of the Covenant Himself to shield and support, after His
ascension, the appointed Center of His Faith and the Delineator of its future institutions." (God Passes By, p. 
239)

"He [‘Abdu'l-Bahá] had been made the successor of the Manifestation of God Himself--a position that was to
empower Him to impart an extraordinary impetus to the international expansion of His Father's Faith, to
amplify its doctrine, to beat down every barrier that would obstruct its march, and to call into being, and
delineate the features of, its Administrative Order, the Child of the Covenant, and the Harbinger of that World
Order whose establishment must needs signalize the advent of the Golden Age of the Bahá'í Dispensation."
(God Passes By, p. 243)

"...the Covenant that was to perpetuate the influence of that Faith [of Bahá'u'lláh], insure its integrity,
safeguard it from schism, and stimulate its world-wide expansion, had been fixed on an inviolable basis [by
Bahá'u'lláh]." 
(God Passes By, pp. 244-245)

"The continuity of that unerring guidance vouchsafed to it since its [the Cause of Bahá'u'lláh's] birth was now
assured. The significance of the solemn affirmation that this is "the Day which shall not be followed by night"
was now clearly apprehended [in the Covenant of Bahá'u'lláh]." (God Passes By, p. 245)

"The Charter which called into being, outlined the features and set in motion the processes of, this
Administrative Order is none other than the Will and Testament of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá, His greatest legacy to
posterity, the brightest emanation of His mind and the mightiest instrument forged to insure the continuity of
the three ages which constitute the component parts of His Father's Dispensation." (God Passes By, p. 325)

"The Covenant of Bahá'u'lláh had been instituted solely through the direct operation of His Will and purpose.
The Will and Testament of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá, on the other hand, may be regarded as the offspring resulting from
that mystic intercourse between Him Who had generated the forces of a God-given Faith and the One Who
had been made its sole Interpreter and was recognized as its perfect Exemplar." (God Passes By, p. 325)

"The hereditary authority which the Guardian of the Administrative Order is called upon to exercise, and the
right of the interpretation of the Holy Writ solely conferred upon him...these are among the features which
combine to set apart the Order identified with the Revelation of Bahá'u'lláh from any of the existing systems
of human government." 
(God Passes By, pp. 326-327)

"The Document establishing that Order, the Charter of a future world civilization, which may be regarded in
some of its features as supplementary to no less weighty a Book than the Kitáb-i-Aqdas; signed and sealed by
‘Abdu'l-Bahá...establishes the institution of the Guardianship as a hereditary office and outlines its essential
functions..." (God Passes By, p. 328)

"...of the utmost importance is for the believers, each and all, to cling firmly to the provisions of our beloved
Master's Will and Testament, as by this means alone the unity of the Cause, and its safe and speedy growth
can be maintained, safeguarded and insured. Such an absolute and unwavering fidelity to ‘Abdu'l-Bahá's Will,
and firm adherence to the principles of the Administrative Order is indeed incumbent upon every one of the
friends, without any distinction whatever. Upon this basis alone the Faith can be safeguarded and flourish."
(Letter to NSA of U.S., July 18, 1938; #599 Lights of Guidance, p. 182)

"According to the provisions of His [‘Abdu'l-Bahá's] Will, I, as His eldest grandson, have been appointed as
First Guardian of the Bahá'í Faith and Head of the Universal House of Justice which must, in conjunction
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with me coordinate and direct the affairs of the various Bahá'í communities in East and West in accordance
with the principles enunciated by Bahá'u'lláh." 
("The Bahá'í Faith--Summary" in The World Order of Bahá'u'lláh, p. xiii)

"The Guardians are the evidence of the maturity of mankind in the sense that at long last men have progressed
to the point of having one world, and of needing one world management for human affairs. In the spiritual
realm they have also reached the point where God could leave, in human hands (i.e. the Guardians'), guided
directly by the Báb and Bahá’u’lláh, as the Master states in His Will, the affairs of His Faith for this
Dispensation. This is what is meant by 'this is the day which will not be followed by the night'. In this
Dispensation, divine guidance flows on to us in this world after the Prophet's ascension, through, first the
Master, and then the Guardians." (The Bahá'í News, June, 1950, p. 8; #1047 of Lights of Guidance, p. 311)

"...guidance in this day, through the bounty of God, and because of the very nature of Bahá'u'lláh's Revelation,
has been vouchsafed to man through institutions in this world; namely the Guardianship at present; and also
in the future, the International House of Justice; individuals are not in a position to interpret the Teachings." 
(Letter to NSA of U.S., Dec. 24, 1955; #1053 Lights of Guidance, p. 313)

"The Guardian's infallibility covers interpretation of the revealed word and its application. Likewise any
instructions he may issue having to do with the protection of the Faith, or its well being must be closely
obeyed, as he is infallible in the protection of the Faith. He is assured the guidance of both Bahá'u'lláh and the
Báb, as the Will and Testament of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá clearly reveals." (Letter to believer, Aug. 20, 1956; #1055 
Lights of Guidance, p. 314)

"The Will and Testament of Bahá'u'lláh and The Will and Testament of the Master clearly and explicitly
indicate that the Interpreter of The Word was the Center of the Covenant and now is the Guardian. There are
no other Interpreters whatsoever and no individual may interpret. This is strictly forbidden." (Letter to NSA
of Canada, June 4, 1957; #1056 Lights of Guidance, p. 314)

"...what the...Bahá'ís need--and must have--more than anything else in the world is a far deeper understanding
of the Covenants of both Bahá'u'lláh and the Master. This is the rock-foundation without which no sound
super-structure can be built. Neither the administration, nor the general teaching work of the Cause..., will
progress, or be able to accomplish anything, unless the believers are truly firm, deep, spiritually convinced
Bahá'ís.....Once a Bahá'í has the profound conviction of the authority from God, vested in the Prophet, passed
on to the Master [‘Abdu'l-Bahá], and by Him, to the Guardians, and which flows out through the assemblies
and creates order based on obedience--once a Bahá'í has this, nothing can shake him. He [the Guardian],
therefore, urges you, and the other members...to devote as much time as you possibly can, to educating the
believers in the Covenant." (Letter to believer, April 11, 1949; #620 Lights of Guidance, p. 189)

"...epoch-making decision of formation of first International Bahá'í Council, forerunner of supreme
administrative institutions...--most significant milestone in evolution of Administrative Order of the Faith of
Bahá'u'lláh in course of last thirty years. "...the constitution of International Council...history will acclaim as
the greatest event shedding luster upon second epoch of Formative Age of Bahá'í Dispensation potentially
unsurpassed by any enterprise undertaken since inception of Administrative Order of Faith on morrow of
‘Abdu'l-Bahá's Ascension..." (Proclamation, Jan. 9. 1951; Messages to the Bahá'í World 1950-1957, pp. 
7-8)

"Process of the unfoldment of the ever-advancing Administrative Order accelerated by the formation of the
International Bahá'í Council designed to assist in the erection of the superstructure of the Báb's Sepulcher,
cement ties uniting the budding World Administrative Center with the recently established state, and pave the
way for the formation of the Bahá'í Court, essential prelude to the institution of the Universal House of
Justice." (Cablegram, April 25, 1951; Messages to the Bahá'í World, p. 13)
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"Opening years of the second epoch of the Formative Age now witnessing at long last commencement of
...vast majestic fate-laden process...destined through gradual emergence of the manifold institutions in World
Center of the Faith as crown of the administrative structure of Bahá'u'lláh's embryonic World Order. Gigantic
process now set in motion...greatly accelerated through series of swiftly succeeding events originated in
World Center of Faith. 
     "First, inauguration most holy worldwide enterprise unprecedented in annals of the Faith, construction in
heart of Mount Carmel superstructure of the Báb’s Sepulcher. Second, creation of International Bahá'í
Council in precincts Holy Shrine, forerunner of International House of Justice, supreme legislative organ of
nascent, divinely-conceived, world-encircling Bahá'í Administrative Order...." 
     "Hour now ripe to take long inevitably deferred step in conformity with provisions of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá's
Testament...through appointment of first contingent of Hands of Cause of God, .... Initial step now taken
regard preparatory full development of institution provided in ‘Abdu'l-Bahá's Will, paralleled preliminary
measure formation International Council destined to culminate in emergence of Universal House of Justice.
Nascent institution forging fresh links binding rising World Center of Faith to consolidating World
Community of followers of Most Great Name, paving way to adoption supplementary measure calculated
reinforce foundations structure of the Bahá'í Administrative Order." (Cablegram, Dec. 24, 1951; Messages 
to the Bahá'í World, p. 20) 
[Ed. Note: The formation of the International Bahá'í Council is identified by Shoghi Effendi as a prior action
which paved the way to the appointment of the first contingent of Hands; and the appointment of the Hands
was calculated to reinforce the foundations of the structure of the Bahá'í Administrative Order. In the Bahá'í
scheme according to Shoghi Effendi, the Council took precedence over the Hands.]

"Announce...nominations raising the number of present Hands of the Cause of God to nineteen... Members
august body invested in conformity with ‘Abdu'l-Bahá's Testament, twofold sacred function, the propagation
and preservation of the unity of the Faith of Bahá'u'lláh, and destined to assume individually in the course of
time the direction of institutions paralleling those revolving around the Universal House of Justice, the
supreme legislative body of the Bahá'í world..." (Cablegram, Feb. 29, 1952; Messages to the Bahá'í World, 
p. 21)

"...The International Bahá'í Council has been enlarged and officers designated...." (Cablegram, April 23, 
1952; Messages to the Bahá'í World, p. 26)

"...at the World Center of the Faith, [members of the American Bahá'í Community have been involved in] the
triple function of hastening the construction of the Báb’s Sepulcher, of consolidating the ties binding the
International Bahá'í Council to the civil authorities of Israel, and of completing the design of the projected
Mashriqu'l-Adhkar on Mt. Carmel..." "At the World Center of the Faith...at long last the machinery of its
highest institutions has been erected, and around whose most holy shrines the supreme organs of its unfolding
Order, are, in their embryonic form, unfolding..." (June 30, 1952; Messages to the Bahá'í World, pp. 31 & 
33) 
[Ed. Note: It should be realized that the ties to the civil authorities of Israel that were being consolidated
were those to the International Bahá'í Council and not to the Hands of the Faith. Additionally, it should be
recognized that the highest institutions of the Faith--the supreme organs of the Administrative Order--were,
according to Shoghi Effendi, very much alive in their embryonic form.]

"Call upon fifteen Hands from five continents, by virtue of their supreme function as chosen instruments for
the propagation of the Faith, to inaugurate historic mission through the appointment, during Ridván 1954, of
five auxiliary boards..." (Cablegram of Oct. 8, 1952; Messages to the Bahá'í World, p. 44) 
[Ed. Note: It would appear that Shoghi Effendi identified here the major or highest function of the Hands to
be "the propagation of the Faith", in line with what ‘Abdu'l-Bahá wrote in His Will and Testament, when He
said they are "to diffuse the Divine Fragrances, to edify the souls of men, to promote learning..."]
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"Hail emergence of the unfoldment in the opening years of the second epoch of the formative age of the
Bahá'í Dispensation of the august Institution [of the Hands] foreshadowed by the Founder of the Faith and
formally established in the Testament of the Center of His Covenant, closely associated in provisions of the
same Will with Institution of the Guardianship, destined to assume in the fullness of time, under the aegis of
the Guardian, the dual sacred responsibility for protection and propagation of the Cause of Bahá'u'lláh."
(Cablegram of April 6, 1954; Messages to the Bahá'í World, p. 58) 
[Ed Note: Shoghi Effendi makes it clear that the Hands operate "under the aegis of the Guardian", which is
the pattern established in the Will of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá.]

"Measures have been undertaken...in anticipation of the forthcoming appointment by the fifteen Hands
residing outside the Holy Land of five Auxiliary Boards...the members of which will act as deputies of the
Hands...[they] will assist them, at a later period, in the discharge of their dual and sacred task of safe-guarding
the Faith and of promoting its teaching activities." (April, 1954, Messages to the Bahá'í World, 66)

"The raising of this Edifice [of the International Bahá'í Archives] will in turn herald the construction in the
course of successive epochs of the Formative Age of the Faith, of several other structures, which will serve as
the administrative seats of such divinely appointed institutions as the Guardianship, the Hands of the Cause,
and the Universal House of Justice." (Nov. 27, 1954; Messages to the Bahá'í World, p. 74) 
[Ed. Note: The words "administrative seats" imply living occupants going about their duties.]

"...the very institutions [of the World Order]...in their embryonic state, are now stirring in the womb of the
present Formative Age of the Faith." (Nov. 27, 1954, Messages to the Bahá'í World, p. 75)

"...evidences of the rise and establishment in all continents of the globe of the administrative order, child of
the divinely-appointed Covenant and harbinger of the world-encircling order." (Cablegram, June 3, 1955; 
Messages to the Bahá'í World, p. 88)

"...the plan designed to insure the extension and completion of the arc serving as a base for the erection of
future edifices constituting the World Bahá'í Administrative Center, has been successfully carried out." (April
1957; Messages to the Bahá'í World, p. 108)

"Divinely appointed Institution of the Hands of the Cause, invested by virtue of the authority conferred by the
Testament of the Center of the Covenant with the twin functions of protecting and propagating the Faith of
Bahá'u'lláh, now entering new phase in the process of the unfoldment of its sacred mission. To its newly
assured responsibility to assist National Spiritual Assemblies of the Bahá'í world in the specific purpose of
effectively prosecuting the World Spiritual Crusade, the primary obligation to watch over and insure
protection to the Bahá'í world community, in close collaboration with these same National Assemblies, is
now added.... "...these two institutions, occupying, with the Universal House of Justice, next to the Institution
of the Guardianship, foremost rank in the divinely-ordained administrative hierarchy of the World Order of
Bahá'u'lláh." (Cablegram, June 4, 1957; Messages to the Bahá'í World, p. 123) 
[Ed. Note: The National bodies are below the Universal House and the Hands are below the Guardian;
neither the NSA's nor the Hands are on the same plane as the other two Institutions.]

"A Covenant-breaker, as you know, is one who disobeys and turns away from the Center of the Covenant.
Until such time as they repent of this sincerely, and express their willingness to work under the Center of the
Covenant, their status must be considered the same..." --19 April 1953 (Light of Divine Guidance, Vol. 2, p. 
109) 
[Ed. Note: Lest the words "Center of the Covenant" in the above statement be taken to mean ‘Abdu'l-Bahá, it
should be pointed out that the concept of willingly working under the Center of the Covenant relates to the
one who was then the Center of the Cause--the Guardian of the Faith. Even the Hands of the Cause in the
Holy Land in 1960, following the Proclamation of Mason Remey, held that Shoghi Effendi became the
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Center of the Covenant subsequent to ‘Abdu'l-Bahá. In a letter written on 15 October 1960 to all NSA's, those
Hands wrote: "‘Abdu'l-Bahá in His turn, in His Own handwriting created the beloved Guardian, Shoghi
Effendi, as the Centre of His Covenant and specified the conditions of future Guardianship."]

"...expulsion or excommunication from the Faith, which can be effected by the Guardian alone in his capacity
as the supreme spiritual head of the Community, has far-reaching spiritual implications affecting the very soul
of that believer." (In a letter to Harlan Ober, May 8, 1939--Bahá'í News, March 1940, p. 2)

"The Guardian, like the Master before him, has not considered it advisable to as yet permit any person or
Assembly to put another person out of the Cause of God. There is a sharp distinction between depriving a
believer of his voting rights, which is a severe disciplinary measure and not a spiritual sanction, and
pronouncing a former believer to be a truly spiritually diseased soul....No one but himself [the Guardian] can
pronounce a person to be in that diseased condition we call 'Covenant-breaking', and no one but he can
reinstate a Covenant-breaker." (Bahá'í News, June 1949, p. 2)

"As you know, up to the present time, no one has been permitted to pronounce anybody a Covenant-breaker
but the Guardian himself." (Letter to NSA of Canada, March 30, 1957; #601 Lights of Guidance p. 183)

Statements of the Hands of the Cause of God
in Relation to

Their Interpretation of the Covenant
(Ed. Note: The word "Covenant" is not entirely missing from The Ministry of the Custodians 1957-1963, the
record compiled by Rúhíyyih Khánum of the messages of the Hands of the Cause from the passing of Shoghi
Effendi to the formation of their sans-Guardian Universal House of Justice in 1963. However, the word
"Covenant" appears so infrequently that one might question whether its near absence was intentional on the
part of those who wrote the messages. We who believe that the Covenants of Bahá'u'lláh and ‘Abdu'l-Bahá
focused on the appointed Center of the Cause--first ‘Abdu'l-Bahá and then the Guardians--are convinced that
when the Hands of the Cause took control of the Faith in late 1957, they changed the meaning of the Bahá'í
Covenant and subsequently the meaning of Covenant-breaking. 
   (In their denial of Mason Remey's assertion that Shoghi Effendi identified him as the first Guardian's
successor when Shoghi Effendi named him the President of the embryonic Universal House of Justice, the
Hands do state that ‘Abdu'l-Bahá, the Centre of Bahá'u'lláh's Covenant "created the beloved Guardian,
Shoghi Effendi, as the Centre of His Covenant and specified the conditions of future Guardianship." (Letter
of October 15, 1960 to all National Spiritual Assemblies.) However, in that letter's extended recital of
reasons why Mason Remey could not be the second Guardian, they themselves either fail to realize or else
they ignore the fact that there is no provision anywhere in the Writings to justify their assuming the role of a
collective Guardianship. 
   (The following statements of the Hands should therefore be read in light of the above and of the statements
on the Covenant that ‘Abdu'l-Bahá and Shoghi Effendi made during their respective ministries.)

"...in our capacity as Hands of the Cause of God...assembled this 25th of November, 1957, at the Bahá'í
World Centre and constituting the supreme body of the Bahá'í World Community" 
     DO HEREBY UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVE AND PROCLAIM AS FOLLOWS: 
     "Whereas the Guardian of the Bahá'í Faith...passed away in London (England) on the 4th of November,
1957, without having appointed his successor; "And whereas it is now fallen upon us as Chief Stewards of the
Bahá'í World Faith to preserve the unity, the security and the development of the Bahá'í World Community
and all its institutions; 
     "And whereas in accordance with the Will and Testament of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá 'the Hands of the Cause of God
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must elect from their own number nine persons that shall at all times be occupied in the important services in
the work of the Guardian of the Cause of God'; 
     "We nominate and appoint from our own number to act on our behalf as the Custodians of the Bahá'í
World Faith (named here are nine Hands) to exercise--subject to such directions and decisions as may be
given from time to time by us as the Chief Stewards of the Bahá'í World Faith--all such functions, rights and
powers in succession to the Guardian of the Bahá'í Faith..." (The Ministry of the Custodians, pp. 29-30)

"We the undersigned Hands of the Cause hereby record the following action...That the authority to expel
violators from the Faith shall be vested in the body of nine Hands, acting on reports and recommendations
submitted by the Hands from their respective continents." (Resolution of Hands, Nov. 25, 1957; Ministry, p. 
34) 
[Ed Note: A check of 'Abdu’l-Bahá’s Will will indicate that only individuals opposing and protesting against
the Guardian are subject to action by the Hands; and at the time of the Hands' Resolution, the Hands were
aware of no living Guardian of the Faith. Thus the power that they ascribed to themselves was not in
compliance with ''Abdu’l-Bahá’s Will. For that matter, it also did not comply with Shoghi Effendi's
withholding the power of removal from everyone else except the Guardian of the Faith.]

"Has not the Guardian...in his mysterious insight into the present and future needs of the Bahá'í community,
called into being the International Bahá'í Council and the company of twenty-seven Hands with their
Auxiliary Boards, whom, in his final communication to the Bahá'ís, he designated 'Chief Stewards of the
embryonic World Commonwealth of Bahá'u'lláh'?" 
     "In our capacity of Chief Stewards of the embryonic World Commonwealth of Bahá'u'lláh, we Hands of
the Cause have constituted a body of nine Hands to serve at the Bahá'í World Centre. This body of nine
Hands will energetically deal with the protection of the Faith whenever attacks, whether from within or
outside the Bahá'í community, are reported by Hands from their areas..." 
     "The hour has come, as it came with the passing of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá, when true Bahá'ís will be distinguished
by their firmness in the Covenant and their spiritual radiance while pressing forward the mighty work
committed to every area of the world community--to every individual Bahá'í!" 
     "Meanwhile the entire body of the Hands, assembled by the nine Hands of the World Centre, will decide
when and how the International Bahá'í Council is to evolve through the successive stages outlined by the
Guardian, culminating in the call to election of the Universal House of Justice by the membership of all
National Spiritual Assemblies." (Proclamation of the Hands from the first Conclave of Nov. 18-25, 1957;
Ministry, pp. 36 , 37-38)

"Our lawyer advises us that we should also obtain from each National Assembly a letter recognizing us as the
supreme body in the Cause, and this letter should include the following sentence: "We pledge our full
support, faith and allegiance to the body of the Custodians of the Bahá'í World Faith elected by the Hands of
the Cause." (Letter to all NSA's from Hands in the Holy Land, Dec. 2, 1957; Ministry, p. 40)

"It was his [the Guardian's] hand at the helm that preserved uniformity in essentials whilst encouraging
diversity in non-essentials. This is perhaps the greatest work that must now be carried on by us from this
World Centre.... "You and we must always bear in mind that what inspires and unites the World Bahá'í
Community is the pulsating stream to and from one universal point." (Letter to NSA's from Hands in the 
Holy Land, Feb. 13, 1958; Ministry, p 63) 
[Ed. Note: What the Hands did was to substitute their 'universal point'--the Hands in Haifa--for the
Guardian, who was identified in ‘Abdu'l-Bahá's Will as the "Center of the Cause."]

"...the only possible way the work of this holy Faith, which our beloved Guardian inspired, organized and
brought to such a high level, can be maintained and further consolidated, is by focusing both the
consciousness of the believers and the work of the Cause of God upon its World Spiritual and Administrative
Centre. The strength of a wheel and its power to roll forward are entirely dependent upon the hub, and the
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solidity of the spokes united in the hub. We have come to see that the supreme work of the Hands...is to
maintain this focal Centre of Unity in the Holy Land at this dangerous time the Faith is passing through.
There exists no other instrument for this purpose except ourselves." (Letter to Hands throughout the world
from Hands in the Holy Land, Mar. 21,1958; Ministry, p. 68) 

"...in his very last message, published on the occasion of the fifth anniversary of the opening of the Holy Year
[1952], the Guardian had left an instrument and given instructions by which his work could be carried on...
The instrument for carrying the Faith through this difficult period-- perhaps to be the darkest in its
history--has been re-enforced and its functions amplified through the references made to the Hands of the
Faith as the 'Chief Stewards of Bahá'u'lláh's embryonic World Commonwealth.'" (Ridván Message 1958 of
Hands in Holy Land; Ministry, p. 78) 

"'The Master's Testament is the sole authority controlling the appointment of successive Guardians, and its
specific provisions were scrupulously upheld by the Guardian in his non- appointment of a second Guardian.
Since a successor could only be chosen and designated by Shoghi Effendi in his own lifetime, the friends
must dismiss all hopeful expectation that a will appointing a second Guardian may later be found.'" (Hands
in the Holy Land citing "A New Bahá'í Era" in their own "Statement regarding the Guardianship" of
June 12, 1958; Ministry, p. 101]

"'Chief Stewards of Bahá'u'lláh's embryonic World Commonwealth'. This designation, never before applied to
them [the Hands] by him, appears to have been calculated to enable them with the loving support of the
National Assemblies and the believers, to carry the Cause of God forward through this exceedingly difficult
and stormy strait in the history of mankind to the calmer waters which lie ahead..." (Hands in the Holy Land
Message to Intercontinental Conference, Frankfurt, Germany, July 25-29, 1958; Ministry, p. 102) 
[Ed. Note: The word appears in this quote shows that an interpretation was made regarding the "Chief
Stewards" reference, an interpretation with no authority from the writings of the Faith.]

"Our attorney advises us that we should have a similar letter [to those signed by previously- formed NSA's]
from each new National Assembly after it is formed. We therefore request that your Assembly adopt such a
resolution, which should include the following sentence:

"We pledge our full support, faith and allegiance to the body of the Custodians of the Bahá'í World
Faith selected by the Hands of the Cause." (Hands in the Holy Land to newly-formed NSA's, Sept.
2, 1959, Ministry, p. 162)

"...we feel that it is necessary to recall the words in the Proclamation we sent out after the passing of the
beloved Guardian: 'When that divinely-ordained Body comes into existence, all the conditions of the Faith
can be examined anew and the measures necessary for its future operation determined in consultation with the
Hands of the Cause.' This includes the subject of the Guardianship." (Conclave message of Hands, Nov. 4, 
1959, to Bahá'ís of East & West, Ministry, p. 169)

"We should bear in mind that by naming the Hands of the Cause the 'Chief Stewards of Bahá'u'lláh's
embryonic World Commonwealth", the beloved Guardian has conferred upon them, as the last act of his life,
specific and particular responsibilities which they must discharge." (Hands in the Holy Land to NSA's, Dec.
22, 1959, Ministry, 172)

"The supreme importance and significance of the World Centre of the Faith, irrevocably fixed by Bahá'u'lláh
Himself in the Holy Land, and constantly stressed by the Guardian in his writings, has emerged since his
passing and looms before us in its stupendous outlines, as the Most Great Jubilee approaches and the
institutions of the World Centre evolve. It is incumbent upon the Bahá'ís, particularly their elected National
and Regional representatives, to realize that the unity of the Faith and the necessary uniform spread of its
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activities depend upon the proper co- ordination and protection which is given from the World Centre."
(Ridván Message of Hands--1960, Ministry, pp. 191-192) 
[Ed. Note: Ridván 1960 is the time when Mason Remey's Proclamation of his Guardianship was made.]

"DEEPLY REGRET NECESSITY INFORM BAHÁ'Í WORLD HAND CAUSE MASON REMEY NOW
ASSERTING HE IS GUARDIAN FAITH STOP THIS PREPOSTEROUS CLAIM CLEARLY CONTRARY
SACRED TEXTS..." (Hands Holy Land, to Continental Hands & NSA's, Apr. 28, 1960; Ministry, p. 
196)

"For the protection of our beloved Faith we call upon the friends everywhere to have no association with Mr.
Remey as long as he continues to press his false claim to the station of Guardianship.... "Such episodes as this
can, through firmness, steadfastness and loyalty to the Covenant, prove of great benefit to the Cause of God,
and through the consecrated efforts of the friends attract the bounties of Bahá'u'lláh that alone can ensure its
triumph." (Hands in Holy Land to other Hands & NSA's; May 10, 1960; Ministry, p. 198)

"...the French National Assembly has been dissolved [by one of the Hands of the Cause] and the five
offending members declared ineligible for re-election." (Hands in Holy Land to other Hands, May 14, 
1960, "Ministry", p. 203) 
[Ed. Note: The writings of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá and Shoghi Effendi do not provide for such an exercise of power by
one or more Hands.]

"Acting immediately to protect the Faith, the Hands in the Holy Land sent the Hand of the Cause
Abu'l-Qasim Faizi to France as their representative, with specific instructions to dissolve the National
Assembly and call for a new election..." (Hands in Holy Land to other Hands & NSA's, May 28, 1960,
Ministry, p. 204)

"There is nothing in the Will and Testament of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá, nor in the messages or instructions of our
beloved Guardian, which gives Mr. Remey any basis whatsoever for claiming to be the infallible Guardian."
(Hands in Holy Land to Hands & NSA's, May 29, 1960, Ministry, p. 205) 
[Ed. Note: The reader might recall that there are no provisions in the writings for the Hands of the Cause to
exercise the authority that they assumed.]

"The believers everywhere should immediately cease associating, either by direct contact or by
correspondence, with anyone who supports Mason Remey's claim to be the Guardian of the Faith, because the
actions of these misguided people, whatever their intent, can only lead to discord and division within the
Cause of God." (Hands in Holy Land to NSA's, July 5, 1960; Ministry, p. 209) 
[Ed Note: The true "Center of the Cause" according to ‘Abdu'l-Bahá, would prevent discord and division.]

"It has been recommended that this year a special effort be made by all the Continental Hands to arrange for
visits to as many Bahá'í centres as possible on their way to or from the Conclave. We feel that such visits at
this time will have great influence in uniting the friends and deepening them in their understanding of the
Covenant..... 
      "Our beloved [Shoghi Effendi] did not make such an appointment [of a second Guardian] because to do
so in the circumstances with which he was faced would have been a violation of the Sacred Texts; thus his
non-appointment of a successor upheld the Text of the written Covenant of God." (Hands in Holy Land to 
other Hands, July 7, 1960; Ministry, pp. 2110 & 211)

"...ANNOUNCE BAHÁ'Í WORLD MASON REMEY COVENANT BREAKER EXPELLED
FAITH....CALL UPON FRIENDS EVERYWHERE SHUN REMEY AND ANYONE ASSOCIATING
WITH HIM OR ACTIVELY SUPPORTING HIS CLAIMS." (HANDSFAITH to NSA's, July 26, 1960;
Ministry, p. 223)



THE COVENANT http://www.rt66.com/~obfusa/Covenant2000.html

14 of 30 12/10/2006 11:01 AM

"...it is clear that no one but a blood descendant of Bahá'u'lláh could possibly have been appointed by Shoghi
Effendi as Guardian of the Faith. 
      "Bahá'u'lláh, in writing, in unambiguous terms established the Master as the Centre of His Covenant.
‘Abdu'l-Bahá in His turn, in His Own handwriting created the beloved Guardian, Shoghi Effendi, as the
Centre of His Covenant and specified the conditions of future Guardianship.... 
       "Without one written word from the Guardian, Mason Remey claims that because he was the President of
the International Bahá'í Council, and because this body is the embryonic international institution, it
automatically makes him the President of that future body, and hence, Guardian of the Faith..." (Hands in 
Holy Land to NSA's, Oct. 15, 1960; Ministry, p. 234) 
[Ed. Note: It would appear that the Hands saw little or no significance in Shoghi Effendi's Proclamation of
Jan. 9, 1951, establishing the International Bahá'í Council, the embryonic Universal House of Justice.]

"Our strength has always lain in obedience to the commands of the Centre of the Covenant; if the Hands and
their Boards, the National Assemblies and their committees, each functioning in the field delineated for it by
the Guardian, will cooperate to the full extent implied in his above words [final paragraph of Guardian's June
4, 1957 cablegram--but stopping before reference to "the Universal House of Justice, next to the Institution of
the Guardianship..."] great spiritual powers will be released and a tremendous new impetus be given to the
work of the Crusade in all its aspects." (Conclave Message of Hands, Nov. 2, 1960; Ministry, p. 240)

"WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, DULY NOMINATED AND APPOINTED AS CUSTODIANS...'to
exercise--subject to such directions and decisions as may be given from time to time by us as the Chief
Stewards of the Bahá'í world Faith--all such functions, rights and powers in succession to the Guardian of the
Bahá'í Faith...as are necessary to serve the interests of the Bahá'í World Faith, and this until such time as the
Universal House of Justice, upon being duly established and elected in conformity with the Sacred Writings
of Bahá'u'lláh and the Will and Testament of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá, may otherwise determine', do now declare that the
Universal House of Justice was so established...and we hereby release all the said functions, rights and
powers which were conferred upon us under the said Declaration of November 25th, 1957 as determined by
the Universal House of Justice...and we declare that all the said functions, rights and powers now devolve
rightfully and in full accordance with the Sacred Writings of the Bahá'í Faith upon the Universal House of
Justice. We make this statement for the full body of the Hands of the Cause of God...and the office of
Custodians of the Bahá'í World Faith has thus ceased to exist." (Hands in the Holy Land, June 7, 1963;
Ministry, p. 433)

The Covenant As Seen By and 
Acted Upon By Mason Remey

[Ed. Note: Mason Remey was one of the early believers in the United States, having accepted the Faith in
Paris at the turn of the century. During the ministry of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá a number of his writings were published
in "Star of the West," providing his view of the Covenant, a view that was not to change during the ministry
of Shoghi Effendi and the so-called ministry of the Custodians or during his own ministry as second
Guardian.]

"When the members of an assembly are each and all firm in the Center of The Covenant, they are then
organically united and the life of The Covenant is manifest in their midst--thus the will and the desire of God
may be accomplished. In no other way can it be done. We all must be firm in The Center of The Covenant, in
the love of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá!.... 
     "For many years ‘Abdu'l-Bahá has been imploring and calling the people to 'firmness and steadfastness in
the Covenant and Testament,' which is firmness and steadfastness in The Center of The Covenant which is
‘Abdu'l-Bahá himself. The reason for this repeated call is now becoming apparent to the Bahá'ís, for upon this
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connection, ‘Abdu'l-Bahá, depends the well- being of the Cause...." 
     "...the true and firm Bahá'ís have turned with implicit faith towards ‘Abdu'l-Bahá, The Branch, The Center
of The Covenant, in whom they find their illumination, their guidance, their strength, their hope, their all. 
     "THEREFORE, RECOGNIZING IN ‘ABDU'L-BAHÁ THE CENTER OF GOD'S COVENANT, IS, IN
THIS DAY, THE ONE ALL-IMPORTANT MATTER BEFORE THE WORLD, FOR IN HIM IS THE
POWER OF THE COVENANT OF GOD, WHICH ALONE IS TO REGENERATE MANKIND...."
(Honolulu, Hawaii, July 19, 1913--Star of the West, Vol. IV, No. 10, Sept. 8, 1913)

"In contacting with the Bahá'ís in various parts of the country, one realizes that there is a point which the
friends must understand thoroughly themselves before they can really teach the Cause, confirm others in the
faith and bring them to the realization of the New Covenant, and its Center who is now upon earth in the
person of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá. This point is: that the Bahá'í Cause is The Covenant of God, not merely one of many
phases of Universal Truth (as some say), but that The Covenant of Abhá is The Truth--the only living Truth
today.... 
     "...the one 'Word of God'...manifests successively and singly through the various chosen prophets or
Divine Mouthpieces sent to the people of the world. 
     "Thus the 'Word of God' in its Singleness manifested through Abraham, Moses, Jesus, Muhammad, the
Báb--the 'first point' of the new cycle--and Bahá'u'lláh. 
     "And now the fruit and the Power of the Spirit of the Word of God, as revealed in Bahá'u'lláh is manifest
to all the world through the life of servitude to humanity of The Center of the Covenant --he who calls
himself ‘Abdu'l-Bahá. ‘Abdu'l-Bahá is The Center from which the spiritual effulgence (which appeared in
these 'latter days' in the blessed person of Bahá'u'lláh) is now being reflected to the world. ‘Abdu'l-Bahá's
word is 'The Truth'; his teaching differentiates between error and Truth. He is the Unique Center of guidance
and illumination for all mankind." 
     "By virtue of The Singleness of God, 'the Word' is manifest through but one chosen individual at a time...."
     "The Center of The Covenant is the Divine physician to the world besides whom there is none other. That
which proceeds from him is the Word of God, and is to be obeyed. If it is not obeyed souls suffer; they
deprive themselves of the bounty and blessings of God. "Every command of The Center of The Covenant is
to be obeyed implicitly. If anyone fails to follow, he deprives himself and is in manifest spiritual loss..."
("Let the New Follow the New," Star of the West, Vol. IV, No. 16 (Dec. 31, 1913), pp. 267-268 & p. 274 )

"In ‘Abdu'l-Bahá's teachings, including of course those divine teachings contained in his Last Will and
Spiritual Testament to the Bahá'ís, He demonstrates to us that in this day and the time of this divine Bahá'í
Dispensation upon earth that the unique source of the Holy Spirit is Bahá'u'lláh - that from Bahá'u'lláh...this
spirit of divine life descends through the Center of his Covenant upon the Guardian of the Cause , [who] after
‘Abdu'l-Bahá is the center of the divine confirmations of the kingdom. Therefore after ‘Abdu'l-Bahá, the
Guardian of the Faith is the only, and the unique source, of divine guidance for the believers - the
Guardianship being this institution and not the personality of the human Guardian. The Will and Testament
provides for a continued line of many succeeding Guardians on through the ages to come. This divine
guidance coming through the Institution of the Guardianship and this is the only continued source of 
confirmation of the Holy Spirit to the world in this Dispensation of Bahá'u'lláh!" (1960--Vol. I, "Daily
Observations of the Bahá'í Faith Made to the Hands of the Faith in the Holy Land by Mason Remey",
pp. 5-6)

"The King of the Kingdom of God upon earth, the Guardian of the Bahá'í Faith, rules in his own right - the
right that was established and bestowed upon him by the Center of the Covenant, whose rule of the Kingdom
was bestowed upon Him by appointment of Bahá'u'lláh, the Manifestation of God to man whose coming in
these days has been heralded by Christ and all of the Prophets. Now the Guardianship thus established in the
Will and Testament of the Center of the Covenant is not to be peculiar to but one soul only, the Beloved
Shoghi Effendi, but to a series of souls extending on for centuries ahead, the power vested in them being that
of Guardianship by virtue of which impersonal power the Cause of God will be led on and on to spiritual
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victory over spiritual victory until this Kingdom will be triumphant upon earth, all in fulfillment of the
provisions of Christ and the Prophets as well as that of Bahá'u'lláh and ‘Abdu'l-Bahá. All this is to be
accomplished not by the personal powers or attainments of these Guardians as men, but by virtue of their
Guardianship which office or function in itself, speaking through the person of the Guardian, is endowed with
the power of the rulership of the Kingdom. Such (inadequate as is my wording) is the power of the
Guardianship." (1960--Vol. I, "Daily Observations...", pp. 57-58)

"The Hands of the Faith are now in command of the Cause and their one thought uppermost is to keep the
people from even thinking of and wishing for a Guardian. The every move and thought in the conferences of
the Custodians is to eliminate and squelch any thought of Guardianship. It is tabu. So far as I can judge all
stand with Rúhíyyih Khánum squarely against another Guardianship." (15 April 1959; Vol. IV, "Daily
Observations...", p. 23)

"This Guardianless Bahá'í message that at present is being foisted onto the people by the action of the Hands
of the Faith is not the Bahá'í message at all. The Covenant alone was indeed the message to the world during
the ministry of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá, but when the Will and Testament was given us - this Will and Testament with
the Guardianship as its very heart and soul, then [it] became, together with the Covenant, the teaching of our
Faith and from then on it is the message of the Bahá'í Cause and the only message for us to give." (16 April
1959; Vol IV, "Daily Observations..." pp. 25- 26)

"In the days of Bahá'u'lláh some of those nearest to The Báb were breakers of His (The Báb’s Covenant). In
the days of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá some of those that had been nearest to Bahá’u’lláh became Covenant breakers and
the enemies of the Master ‘Abdu'l-Bahá. In the days of the First Guardian of the Faith, among those who had
been nearest to the Master ‘Abdu'l-Bahá refused to obey Shoghi Effendi and thus became the Covenant
breakers of the days of his ministry to the Faith. "Now in this day - today - what about us? Today should be
the day of the Second Guardian of the Faith!" (19 April 1959; Vol. IV, "Daily Observations..." p. 27)

"Every living organism has a heart. Upon the healthy action of which these organisms are dependent for their
proper functioning, so does the Bahá'í Faith have a heart upon which its life depends and this heart is the
Guardianship of the Faith. But the Hands of the Faith in their dilemma at the death of our beloved Guardian
were so confused and upset that they thought the Cause must get along without any more Guardianship -- thus
setting up a substitute for this Guardianship in their present intending leadership of the nine Hands of the
Faith in the Holy Land, for which body there is no authority whatsoever in the administrative plan of Bahá'í
government as given us in the Will and Testament of the Master, ‘Abdu'l-Bahá." (1960--Vol. IV, "Daily
Observations...", p. 56)

"Acceptance of the basic principles of the Bahá'í Faith--namely, the present-day fulfillment of the Covenant
as taught by the Master ‘Abdu'l-Bahá and the acceptance of His Will and Testament that gave the
Administration of the Faith to the Bahá'í World--this forms the basis of the Bahá'í Faith and belief today and
is the message that the Bahá'ís have in this day to give to the world. Such was the message given in the days
of the First Guardian of the Faith, thus it still is and ever shall be under the Second Guardian of the Faith in
this day, and thus will it be in the days of succeeding Guardians of the Faith in the future. 
     "The message that the violating Hands of the Faith have substituted in place of the message of the Beloved
Guardian, the message of the Faith 'Sans Guardian', is similar to that of Ahmad Sohrab and his followers of
the New History Society, who claim that they are Bahá'í followers of Bahá'u'lláh and ‘Abdu'l-Bahá but that
they do not accept the Guardian of the Faith. Thus, like Ahmad Sohrab and his followers are the present
Hands of the Faith violating the Administrative Guardianship of the Faith." (June 1960--"Second Encyclical
Letter")

"In a recent publication entitled 'Convincing Answers'... now in circulation by these misled believers in Haifa,
their followers are being prepared for the election of their democratic House of Justice. This is to take place
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during the next Ridván, 120 to be held in the form of a Conference in London, England. In this booklet, the
12 principles of the Faith are enumerated and discussed at length; whereas, the name of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá is
mentioned only once and even then is referred to simply as the 'Son of Bahá'u'lláh' instead of honoring Him in
His true Station as the Center of the Covenant as the True Believers know and continue to honor Him as
being. No mention is made therein of the Master's Will and Testament nor of Shoghi Effendi (who dedicated
his entire life towards the development of the Administration and from whom, it was formerly claimed by the
erring and former Hands in Haifa, their inspiration and guidance would come from the Abhá Kingdom). Yet,
they do not deem his name worthy of mention in a publication circulated to attract new believers to the Faith. 
     "Thus, these who claim to be Bahá'ís are presenting the Cause of God to be a mere human association of 
people; tearing out the very Heart of the Administration of the Faith by eliminating the Guardianship and all it
stands for." (October 24, 1962; The Glad Tidings, Vol. II, No. 7, p. 2)

"...If we keep in mind the fact that the Guardian 'offers' spiritual protection to those who seek it, then we will
understand why it is not enough merely to accept the Guardianship of Faith in order to be 'protected'
spiritually. One must submit oneself willingly to the spiritual protection offered him under the guidance of the
Guardian if he desires spiritual security. 
     "Too often in the past, the friends miss-understood the station of Guardian and the institution of
Guardianship. As a result, their submission to the Guardian and the Guardianship was made in the form of a
'compromise.' In other words, they served and paid allegiance to a system in which they had not complete
faith and to which they gave service either under 'pressure' or in fear of reprimand and possible expulsion
from offices held or loss of financial support received. Thus, we can readily appreciate the 'natural' reaction to
such a regime upon the death of the First Guardian in 1957;--those most subjected to the 'pressures' and
self-imposed hypocrisy in their services to the Guardianship were the most strongly opposed to the
continuation of that institution..." (13 April 1964 - Ridván Letter; The Glad Tidings, Vol. V, No. 2, May 
1964)

"The institution of Guardianship of the Bahá'í World Faith offers Unity and Spiritual Protection to the faithful
believers who, by virtue of their spiritual maturity and understanding of the teachings, submit themselves
wholeheartedly and unreservedly to its guidance. By so doing, the faithful believers contribute to the
preservation and support of this Divinely Inspired Institution. 
     "The Guardian of the Faith represents the Hereditary Spiritual Head of the Faith. It is the Institution of
"Guardianship" which he heads that is endowed with "infallibility." This infallibility reaches the Guardian
through an unbroken line of successorship which began with the appointment of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá as the Center
of the Covenant by Bahá'u'lláh and then of Shoghi Effendi as first Guardian by ‘Abdu'l-Bahá... 
     "The seat of infallibility can only be vested in one living person -- The Guardian -- in order that
dissension, discord and differences of opinion may be avoided...." ( 9 August 1964--"Statement by the
Guardian on the Infallibility of the Guardianship of the Bahá'í Faith")

"The Guardian of the Faith announces to the Bahá'í World his decision to create the Second International
Bahá'í Council. This Council will exist in name only until conditions in the Faith require it to function as a
Body..." (21 Sept. 1964; The Glad Tidings, Oct. 1964, p. 1)

"...I am turning the affairs of the Faith over to you [Joel B. Marangella] as the President of the Second Bahá'í
International Council to handle this for me--you having the other members of the International Council to
assist you." 
     "You are conversant with the teachings of the Faith so from now on I will leave you free to conduct the
affairs of the Faith, I making suggestions when necessary." (18 February 1966; The Glad Tidings, May 
1966, p. 1) 
[Ed. Note: The activation of the Council is actually the beginning of the ministry of the Third Guardian.
Several years later in his Proclamation letter of November 12, 1969, Joel B. Marangella included a copy of a
letter addressed to him by the second Guardian, dated 5 December 1961, which told him to tell the Bahá'í
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World that he had been appointed to be the Third Guardian. Thus the line of appointed interpreters
continued with Joel Marangella.]

The Covenant as Seen and Changed 
by the Sans-Guardian UHJ Established in 1963

"The Universal House of Justice wishes to reaffirm at this time the tribute which it felt moved to pay to the
Hands of the Cause of God at the World Congress, those precious souls who have brought the Cause safely to
victory in the name of Shoghi Effendi.... "It [the UHJ] has no officers and henceforth its communications to
the Bahá'í world will be signed Universal House of Justice over an embossed seal... "The Universal House of
Justice, in close consultation with the Hands of the Cause, is examining the vast range of Bahá'í activity and
growth... (May 7, 1963; "Wellspring of Guidance", p. 5) 
[Ed. Note: The reader might find it instructive to check the Will and Testament of 'Abdu’l-Bahá to see
whether 'Abdu’l-Bahá provides for the Hands to consult with the Universal House of Justice.]

"After prayerful and careful study of the Holy Texts bearing upon the question of the appointment of the
successor to Shoghi Effendi as Guardian of the Cause of God, and after prolonged consultation which
included consideration of the views of the Hands of the Cause of God residing in the Holy Land, the
Universal House of Justice finds that there is no way to appoint or to legislate to make it possible to appoint a
second Guardian to succeed Shoghi Effendi." (Oct. 6, 1963; "Wellspring of Guidance", p. 11)

"The Covenant of Bahá'u'lláh is unbroken, its all-encompassing power inviolate. The two unique features
which distinguish it from all religious covenants of the past are unchanged and operative. The revealed Word,
in its original purity, amplified by the divinely guided interpretations of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá and Shoghi Effendi,
remains immutable, unadulterated by any man-made creeds or dogmas, unwarrantable inferences, or
unauthorized interpretations. The channel of Divine guidance, providing flexibility in all the affairs of
mankind, remains open through that institution which was founded by Bahá'u'lláh and endowed by Him with
supreme authority and unfailing guidance, and of which the Master wrote: 'Unto this body all things must be
referred.'" "...In their capacity as protectors of the Faith, the Hands will continue to take action to expel
Covenant-breakers and to reinstate those who sincerely repent, subject in each instance to the approval of the
Universal House of Justice." (Oct. 1963; "Wellspring of Guidance", p.13 & p. 14) 
[Ed Note: In the Will the Master did write "Unto this body all things must be referred," but He also stated in
that same Document that the Guardian is that body's "sacred head".]

"Responsibility for decisions of matters of general policy affecting the institution of the Hands of the Cause,
which was formerly exercised by the beloved Guardian, now devolves upon the Universal House of Justice as
the supreme and central institution of the Faith to which all must turn." (Nov. 1964; "Wellspring of
Guidance", p. 41) 
[Ed Note: This decision of the sans-Guardian Universal House of Justice puts that body into the sphere of the
Guardian.]

"At the time of our beloved Shoghi Effendi's death it was evident, from the circumstances and from the
explicit requirements of the Holy Texts, that it had been impossible for him to appoint a successor in
accordance with the provisions of the Will and Testament of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá. This situation, in which the
Guardian died without being able to appoint a successor, presented an obscure question not covered by the
explicit Holy Text, and had to be referred to the Universal House of Justice.... 
     "Following the passing of Shoghi Effendi the international administration of the Faith was carried on by
the Hands of the Cause of God with the complete agreement and loyalty of the national spiritual assemblies
and the body of the believers. This was in accordance with the Guardian's designation of the Hands as the
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'Chief Stewards of Bahá'u'lláh's embryonic World Commonwealth.' 
     "From the very outset of their custodianship of the Cause of God the Hands realized that since they had no
certainty of Divine guidance such as is incontrovertibly assured to the Guardian and to the Universal House of
Justice, their one safe course was to follow with undeviating firmness the instructions and policies of Shoghi
Effendi." 
(March 9, 1965; "Wellspring of Guidance", p. 44 & p. 45) 
[Ed Note: These passages provide an interpretation of the Will, an interpretation first expounded by the
Hands. Both the Hands and the sans-Guardian Universal House of Justice ignore the fact that Shoghi Effendi
called for the International Bahá'í Council to evolve into a Bahá'í Court, a stage that was by-passed by the
Hands, even though Shoghi Effendi said it was an "essential prelude to the institution of the Universal House
of Justice."]

"The Guardian had given the Bahá'í world explicit and detailed plans covering the period until Ridván 1963,
the end of the Ten Year Crusade." (March 9, 1965; "Wellspring of Guidance", p. 46) 
[Ed. Note: The goal of the 10-year Crusade was to have the Council evolve into a Court, not a headless
Universal House of Justice.]

"Although not invested with the function of interpretation, the House of Justice is in a position to do
everything necessary to establish the World Order of Bahá'u'lláh on this earth. Unity of doctrine is maintained
by the existence of the authentic texts of Scripture and the voluminous interpretations of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá and
Shoghi Effendi, together with the absolute prohibition against anyone propounding 'authoritative' or 'inspired'
interpretations or usurping the function of Guardian. Unity of administration is assured by the authority of the
Universal House of Justice." (March 9, 1965, "Wellspring of Guidance", pp 52-53) 
[Ed Note: The statement obviously ignores the fact that the Hands of the Faith came up with their own
interpretation of the appellation Shoghi Effendi used in relationship to them and then considered themselves
"in succession to the Guardian of the Faith."]

"...the friends are informed that any member [of the Universal House of Justice] committing a 'sin injurious to
the common weal' may be expelled from membership of the House of Justice by a majority vote of the House
itself. Should any member, God forbid, be guilty of breaking the Covenant, the matter would be investigated
by the Hands of the Cause of God, and the Covenant- breaker would be expelled by decision of the Hands of
the Cause of God residing in the Holy Land, subject to the approval of the House of Justice..." (March 9,
1965, "Wellspring of Guidance", p. 55 ) 
[Ed. Note: This statement of the sans-Guardian Universal House of Justice is clearly in contrast to what is
written in The Will and Testament of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá.]

"There is no doubt at all that in the Will and Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Shoghi Effendi was the authority
designated to appoint his successor; but he had no children and all the surviving Aghsan had broken the
Covenant. Thus, as the Hands of the Cause stated in 1957, it is clear that there was no one he could have
appointed in accordance with the provisions of the Will. ...Moreover, that same Will had provided a clear
means for the confirmation of the Guardian's appointment of his successor, as you are aware. The nine Hands
to be elected by the body of the Hands were to give their assent by secret ballot to the Guardian's choice. In
1957 the entire body of the Hands, after fully investigating the matter, announced that Shoghi Effendi had
appointed no successor and left no will. (May 27, 1966; "Wellspring of Guidance", p. 82) 
[Ed. Note: It should be obvious that the sans-Guardian Universal House of Justice is upholding the position
taken by the Hands that the successor to Shoghi Effendi had to be an Aghsan. In addition, it should also be
noted that at the time when Shoghi Effendi named Mason Remey as the head of the embryonic Universal
House of Justice, there were no Hands. Then, too, a will would not be used if the Guardian complied with the
Will of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá, which made it incumbent upon him to appoint his successor "in his own life-time."
After a Guardian's passing, the Hands have no authority provided to them by the Will of 'Abdu’l-Bahá to give
their assent or dissent with respect to the Guardian's appointment of his successor.]
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"The infallibility of the Universal House of Justice, operating within its ordained sphere, has not been made
dependent upon the presence in its membership of the Guardian of the Cause." (May 27, 1966; "Wellspring
of Guidance", p. 82) 
[Ed Note: The Will of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá states that the Guardian is the "sacred head" of the institution, and goes
on to mandate the following: "Should he not attend in person its deliberations, he must appoint one to
represent him."--The Will and Testament of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá, p. 14]

"...the Universal House of Justice, itself assured of Divine guidance, is well aware of the absence of the
Guardian and will approach all matters of legislation only when certain of its sphere of jurisdiction, a sphere
which the Guardian has confidently described as 'clearly defined.'" (May 27, 1966; "Wellspring of
Guidance", p. 84) 
[Ed. Note: Among the areas that were clearly defined in the Master's Will was the disposition of the
Huquq'u'lláh. The Will states: "It is to be offered through the guardian of the Cause of God." The
sans-Guardian Universal House of Justice subsequently took over the Huquq, thus invading the sphere of the
Guardian. Shoghi Effendi said in his "Dispensation" that the Guardian "is bound to insist upon a
reconsideration by them [the fellow-members of the UHJ] of any enactment he conscientiously believes to
conflict with the meaning and to depart from the spirit of Bahá'u'lláh's revealed utterances." Shoghi Effendi
could not--and can not--call for a reconsideration of any of the acts of the heterodox UHJ from the next
world. Once again, it should be noted that ‘Abdu'l-Bahá's Will and the Aqdas were considered by Shoghi
Effendi as "inseparable parts of one complete unit." (p. 4, WOB)]

"Now the Universal House of Justice must function without the Guardian, but the principle of inseparability
remains. The Guardianship does not lose its significance nor position in the Order of Bahá'u'lláh merely
because there is no living Guardian." (May 27, 1966; "Wellspring of Guidance", p. 87) 
[Ed. Note: Thus, ‘Abdu'l-Bahá's enjoinder in the Will that it is "incumbent upon the guardian of the Cause of
God to appoint in his own life-time his successor, that differences may not arise after his passing" is put to
naught--indeed, must be considered by the heterodox organization as a fallacious or ill-advised position, for
it does not square with the position of the sans-Guardian Universal House of Justice.]

"No good but only evil can come from taking the responsibility for the future of God's Cause into our own
hands and trying to force it into ways that we wish it to go regardless of the clear texts and our own
limitations." (May 27, 1966; "Wellspring of Guidance", p. 87)

"However great may be our inability to understand the mystery and the implications of the passing of Shoghi
Effendi, the strong cord to which all must cling with assurance is the Covenant. The emphatic and vigorous
language of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá's Will and Testament is at this time, as at the time of His own passing, the
safeguard of the Cause" 
           "'Unto the Most Holy Book every one must turn and all that is not expressly recorded therein must be
referred to the            Universal House of Justice....'" (May 27, 1966; "Wellspring of Guidance", p. 89) 
[Ed Note: It should always be borne in mind that the passages in the Will and Testament that relate to the
Universal House of Justice have embedded within them the requirement that the Guardian of the Faith is the
"sacred head" of that institution.]

"...it cannot legislate to make possible the appointment of a successor to Shoghi Effendi, nor can it legislate to
make possible the appointment of any more Hands of the Cause, but it must do everything within its power to
ensure the performance of all those functions which it shares with these two mighty institutions. It must make
provision for the proper discharge in future of the functions of protection and propagation, which the
administrative bodies share with the Guardianship and the Hands of the Cause; it must, in the absence of the
Guardian, receive and disburse the Huquq’u’lláh....It must make provision in its constitution for the removal
of any of its members who commits a sin 'injurious to the common weal.'" (May 27, 1966; "Wellspring of
Guidance", p. 91) 
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[Ed Note: Yet the Will provides for only the Guardian to remove members of the Universal House of Justice
for sins "injurious to the common weal."]

"Rejoice announce momentous decision establish eleven Continental Boards Counselors protection
propagation Faith.... Adoption this significant step following consultation with Hands Cause God ensures
extension future appointed functions their institution. Continental Boards entrusted in close collaboration
Hands Cause with responsibility direction Auxiliary Boards and consultation national spiritual assemblies."
(Cablegram, June 21, 1968; "Wellspring of Guidance", p. 139) 
[Ed Note: Here one sees that the sans-Guardian UHJ is simply appointing Hands by a different name and the
heterodox UHJ is taking the place of the Guardian over them.]

"The absence of the Guardian of the Faith brought about an entirely new relationship between the Universal
House of Justice and the Hands of the Cause and called for the progressive unfoldment by the Universal
House of Justice of the manner in which the Hands of the Cause would carry out their divinely conferred
functions of protection and propagation.... the Universal House of Justice decided, as announced in its recent
cable, to establish Continental Boards of Counselors for the protection and propagation of the Faith..." (June
24, 1968; "Wellspring of Guidance", p. 141)

"The Hands residing in the Holy Land will act as liaison between the Universal House of Justice and the
Continental Boards of Counselors, and will also assist the Universal House of Justice in setting up, at a
propitious time, an international teaching center in the Holy Land, as anticipated in the Guardian's writings."
(24 June 1968; "Messages from the Universal House...1968-1973", p. 8)

"The acute distinction between this [system being developed by the sans-Guardian organization] and present
day society will inevitably arouse the interest of the more enlightened, and as the world's gloom deepens the
light of Bahá'í life will shine brighter and brighter until its brilliance must eventually attract the disillusioned
masses and cause them to enter the haven of the Covenant of Bahá'u'lláh..." (August 1968. "Messages from
the Universal House...", p. 12)

"Authority and direction flow from the Assemblies, whereas the power to accomplish the tasks resides
primarily in the entire body of the believers. It is the principal task of the Auxiliary Boards to assist in
arousing and releasing this power. This is a vital activity, and if they are to be able to perform it adequately
they must avoid becoming involved in the work of administration...."       "Assemblies sometimes
misunderstand what is meant by the statement that Counselors and Auxiliary Board members are concerned
with the teaching work and not with administration. It is taken to mean that they may not give advice on
administrative matters. This is quite wrong. One of the things that Counselors and Auxiliary Board members
should watch and report on is the proper working of administrative institutions. The statement that they do
not have anything to do with administration means, simply, that they do not administer. They do not direct or
organize the teaching work nor do they adjudicate in matters of personal conflict or personal problems..."
(Oct. 1, 1969; "Messages from the Universal House...", p. 30 & p. 32)

"Just as the Will and Testament of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá does not in any way contradict the Kitáb-i-Aqdas but, in the
Guardian's words, 'confirms, supplements, and correlates the provisions of the Aqdas,' so the writings of the
Guardian contradict neither the revealed Word nor the interpretations of the Master. In attempting to
understand the Writings, therefore, one must first realize that there is and can be no real contradiction in
them, and in the light of this we can confidently seek the unity of meaning which they contain." (Dec. 7, 
1969; "Messages from the Universal House...", p. 38) 
[Ed Note: With this line of reasoning it should be clear that those within the heterodox organization have no
need for the Center of the Cause--the Interpreter--whom Bahá'u'lláh and ‘Abdu'l-Bahá identified as crucial
to the unity of the Cause.]
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"While the specific responsibility of the Guardian is the interpretation of the Word, he is also invested with
all the powers and prerogatives necessary to discharge his function as Guardian of the Cause, its Head and
supreme protector. He is, furthermore, made the irremovable head and member for life of the supreme
legislative body of the Faith." (Dec. 7, 1969; "Messages from the Universal House...", p. 39) 
[Ed Note: The heterodox UHJ talks the talk, but it does not "walk the walk". How can Shoghi Effendi be
considered the irremovable head of an institution when he is no longer present in the world to exercise the
functions of that head?]

"Future Guardians are clearly envisaged and referred to in the Writings, but there is nowhere any promise or
guarantee that the line of Guardians would endure forever; on the contrary there are clear indications that the
line could be broken. Yet, in spite of this, there is a repeated insistence in the Writings on the indestructibility
of the Covenant and the immutability of God's Purpose for this Day." (Dec. 7, 1969, "Messages from the
Universal House...", pp. 39-40) 
[Ed. Note: The heterodox UHJ refers to clear indications--in the plural--but in the following paragraph it
provides only one passage from the Aqdas as its 'proof,' and that statement, which refers to the “endowments
dedicated to charity," is interpreted by the heterodox UHJ to be a reference to the Huquq (it isn't).
Furthermore, they interpret the reference to the Aghsan to be synonymous with the Guardianship (although
the word "Guardian" or "Guardianship" does not appears in the quotation). The Universal House of Justice
is not empowered by 'Abdu’l-Bahá’s Will to make such an interpretation of the Holy Text.]

"In the Bahá'í Faith there are two authoritative centers appointed to which the believers must turn, for in
reality the Interpreter of the Word is an extension of that center which is the Word itself. The Book is the
record of the utterance of Bahá'u'lláh, while the divinely inspired Interpreter is the living Mouth of that
Book--it is he and he alone who can authoritatively state what the Book means. Thus one center is the Book
with its Interpreter, and the other is the Universal House of Justice guided by God to decide on whatever is
not explicitly revealed in the Book. This pattern of centers and their relationships is apparent at every stage in
the unfoldment of the Cause." (Dec. 7, 1969, "Messages from the Universal House...", p. 42) 
[Ed. Note: On the basis of what ‘Abdu'l-Bahá wrote, this concept of there being more than one center is an
apparently original one with the heterodox Universal House of Justice.]

"As the sphere of jurisdiction of the Universal House of Justice in matters of legislation extends to whatever
is not explicitly revealed in the Sacred Text, it is clear that the Book itself is the highest authority and delimits
the sphere of action of the House of Justice. Likewise, the Interpreter of the Book must also have the authority
to define the sphere of the legislative action of the elected representatives of the Cause. The writings of the
Guardian and the advice given by him over the thirty-six years of his Guardianship show the way in which he
exercised this function in relation to the Universal House of Justice as well as to National and Local Spiritual
Assemblies. 
      "The fact that the Guardian has the authority to define the sphere of the legislative action of the Universal
House of Justice does not carry with it the corollary that without such guidance the Universal House of
Justice might stray beyond the limits of its proper authority; such a deduction would conflict with all the other
texts referring to its infallibility, and specifically with the Guardian's own clear assertion that the Universal
House of Justice never can or will infringe on the sacred and prescribed domain of the Guardianship." (Dec. 
7, 1969; "Messages from the Universal House...", p. 43) 
[Ed. Note: The heterodox UHJ simply refuses to recognize that the Guardian is to be the 'sacred head and
the distinguished member for life of that body,' that his living presence is essential for that body's very
existence.]

"'... Shoghi Effendi's secretary wrote on his behalf to an individual believer on 25 March 1930, 'The contents
of the Will of the Master are far too much for the present generation to comprehend. It needs at least a century
of actual working before the treasures of wisdom hidden in it can be revealed...'" Dec 7, 1969 closing 
passage; "Messages from the Universal House...", p. 44) 
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[Ed. Note: For the entire Will to be in operation, the institutions of the Guardianship and the Hands of the
Cause would need to continue, and the Huquq'u'lláh would be under the direction of the Guardian, not the
heterodox UHJ.]

"The Institution of the Hands of the Cause of God was brought into existence in the time of Bahá'u'lláh and
when the Administrative Order was proclaimed and formally established by ‘Abdu'l-Bahá in His Will, it
became an auxiliary institution of the Guardianship. The Auxiliary Boards, in their turn, were brought into
being by Shoghi Effendi as an auxiliary institution of the Hands of the Cause.. 
     "When, following the passing of Shoghi Effendi, the Universal House of Justice decided that it could not
legislate to make possible the appointment of further Hands of the Cause, it became necessary for it to create
a new institution, appointed by itself, to extend into the future the functions of protection and propagation
vested in the Hands of the Cause and, with that in view, so to develop the Institution of the Hands that it
could nurture the new institution and function in close collaboration with it as long as possible." (April 24, 
1972; "Messages from the Universal House...", p. 92)

"There being no successor to Shoghi Effendi as Guardian of the Cause of God, the Universal House of Justice
is the Head of the Faith and its supreme institution, to which all must turn, and on it rests the ultimate
responsibility for ensuring the unity and progress of the Cause of God. Further, there devolve upon it the
duties of directing and coordinating the work of the Hands of the Cause, of ensuring the continuing discharge
of the functions of protection and propagation vested in that institution, and of providing for the receipt and
disbursement of the Huquq’u’lláh." (Declaration of Trust of the heterodox UHJ, 26 November 1972,
included in the document "The Constitution of the Universal House of Justice.")

"The Universal House of Justice is the supreme institution of an Administrative Order whose salient features,
whose authority and whose principles of operation are clearly enunciated in the Sacred Writings of the Bahá'í
Faith and their authorized interpretations. This Administrative Order consists, on the one hand, of a series of
elected councils, universal, secondary and local, in which are vested legislative, executive and judicial powers
over the Bahá'í community and, on the other, of eminent and devoted believers appointed for the specific
purposes of protecting and propagating the Faith of Bahá'u'lláh under the guidance of the Head of that Faith. 
    "This Administrative Order is the nucleus and pattern of the World Order adumbrated by Bahá'u'lláh..."
(Preamble of By-Laws for The Constitution of the Universal House of Justice - 1972.)

The Covenant as Seen By And 
Acted Upon by Joel B. Marangella

[Ed. Note: Joel Marangella was the President of the French National Assembly which voted to accept the
Guardianship of Mason Remey. He and the others who refused to back down from their decision were
subsequently identified by the Hands of the Faith as Covenant-breakers. Almost a month prior to the Hands'
cablegram of 3 August 1960, to all NSA's, in which the "disloyal individuals" were identified as expelled,
Joel Marangella wrote a letter of 9 July providing his explanation for the decision he had made, all of which
was based upon his view of the Covenant--a view that has not changed. Over the years since that time, the
third Guardian has written in numerous articles about the Covenant of the Faith and the Great Violation.
The statements that follow are only a brief sampling.]

"For those of us who have loved and served our first Guardian during his lifetime and have treasured and held
dear his imperishable writings and instructions, our foremost desire since his passing has been...to remain
faithful and obedient to the instructions he has given us during his lifetime and left with us as an eternal
bequest from his infallible pen. The present crisis which faces our beloved Cause, it seems to me, revolves
solely around this point coupled with the doubt which many have permitted to creep into their own minds
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stemming from a lack of faith in the inviolability of the Covenant of Bahá'u'lláh, 'the all-mighty Covenant, the
like of which the sacred Dispensations of the past have never witnessed", "one of the distinctive features of
this most mighty cycle" and the 'Ark of Salvation'. (See pg. 239, "God Passes By".) 
     "Following the passing of Shoghi Effendi...we all heard the following speculations which are not
acceptable in the light of the provisions of the Will and Testament of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá and all that our beloved
first Guardian has written: "a) That the plan of God had been changed and there would never be another
Guardian. "b) That the Faith does not need a Guardian any longer. "As for myself.... 
           "a) The Institution of the Guardianship was essential to the continued existence of our beloved Cause. 
           "b) The view that one heard from some sources that the Guardianship had ended with the passing of
Shoghi Effendi was completely untenable and could never be accepted from whatever source. 
           "c) The Universal House of Justice could not come into existence and function as an infallible body
without the Guardian sitting as its 'sacred head' in view of the following ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS which
Shoghi Effendi had so carefully pointed out in the "Dispensation" are performed by the Guardian as its
President" 

"1. PROVIDES THE INTERPRETIVE AUTHORITY OF THE SACRED WRITINGS. 
"2. 'INSISTS UPON A RECONSIDERATION BY THEM OF ANY ENACTMENT HE
CONSCIENTIOUSLY BELIEVES TO CONFLICT WITH THE MEANING AND TO
DEPART FROM THE SPIRIT OF BAHÁ'U'LLÁH'S REVEALED UTTERANCES' 
(This clearly indicates that without the guidance of the Guardian it is possible for this body to
pass a law which runs counter to both the meaning and the spirit of Bahá'u'lláh's Writings and
is therefore fallible without his guidance.) 
"3. DEFINES THE SPHERE OF ITS LEGISLATIVE ACTION. "4. POSSESSES THE SOLE
AUTHORITY TO EXPEL A MEMBER WHO COMMITS A SIN INJURIOUS TO THE
COMMON WEAL.

"d) Mason Remey was the only one who could possibly sit as President of the Universal House of
Justice when it came into existence...because of his appointment by Shoghi Effendi as President of the
International Bahá'í Council (the Head of its embryo)... (9 July 1960 letter, pages 1 and 2; Herald of
the Covenant, Aug. 1985)

"...if the Hands had realized the significance and intent of the aforementioned message [Shoghi Effendi's 9
January 1951 proclamation of the International Bahá'í Council] they would not have found it necessary to
create a separate organization called 'Hands of the Cause in the Holy Land' (or 'Custodians of the Faith'... 
     "...the separate organization 'constituted' by the Hands in their Proclamation of 25 November 1957 (a body
of 9 Hands) to reside in Haifa was not the 'NINE PERSONS' elected from their own number spoken of in the
Will and Testament (as they were selected and not elected). Therefore this body presently in Haifa- this
'organization of the Hands of the Faith' has no authority to exist on the basis of the Will and Testament.... 
     "...the Will and Testament makes very clear...the Guardianship is an 'hereditary office', the Guardian
'"symbolizes the hereditary principle' in this Dispensation" and he exercises the 'hereditary authority'.
Therefore, the Guardianship can only be handed down from one Guardian to another... 
     "...the Covenant of Bahá'u'lláh had remained INVIOLATE; the CONTINUITY of Guardianship had been
preserved. Shoghi Effendi had not only appointed his successor ''during his lifetime'  but had announced it to
the entire Bahá'í world... 
     "...the Hands are not assigned authority in the Will and Testament but only spiritual 'obligations' and
'responsibilities', serving under the direction of the living Guardian of the Faith. 
     "the Hands have no authority according to the Will and Testament to consult with the Universal House of
Justice... 
     "...the Hands had interpreted the last message of Shoghi Effendi to the Bahá'í world in October 1957,
wherein he designated them as 'Chief Stewards', to confer upon them a role of collective Guardianship of the
Faith and had fostered this unwarranted interpretation on the part of the mass of the believers throughout the
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world..." (9 July 1960 letter, p. 4 and p. 5; Herald of the Covenant, August 1985)

"...those who continue to accept the self-delegated authority and interpretation of the Hands of the Cause in
the Holy Land instead of the explicit provisions of the Will and Testament of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá and the
instructions and appointment of our first beloved Guardian, have only the following to look forward to: 
     "The termination of the Guardianship. (The 'Center of the Cause', the 'Guardian of the Administrative
Order', 'The Head Cornerstone of the Administrative Order'). 
     "The election of a so-called Universal House of Justice which will not have its sacred appointed HEAD
(the Guardian) and therefore, will not be the infallible institution prescribed in the Will and Testament. 
     "The complete absence of a source of divine infallibility. 
     "The annihilation of the Bahá'í Faith and the setting up in its place of a man-made religious organization
with all the attendant evils found in the past religious organizations. 
     "Whereas, those who accept the second beloved Guardian of the Cause of God: 
     "Praise Bahá'u'lláh that His Covenant has remained inviolate and the continuity of the Guardianship of His
Cause has been preserved as promised. "Have turned to the 'Center of the Cause' and sworn fealty to him. 
     "Have preserved the integrity of the Bahá'í Faith for the present and future generations." (9 July 1960 
letter; Herald of the Covenant, August 1985)

"The distinguishing characteristic of the Revelation of Bahá'u'lláh is a Covenant which Bahá'u'lláh made with
His followers to preserve and safe-guard the Faith, following His Ascension, from the divisive and baleful
effect of varying interpretations which...have plagued the religions of the past and destroyed the unity of their
followers. This Covenant embodied in a specific written Testament designed by Him as the Book of His
Covenant (Kitáb-i-Ahd) has no parallel in the Scriptures of any previous Dispensation. In this unique
Document, Bahá'u'lláh conferred the mantle of authority upon His Ascension on the shoulders of His son,
‘Abdu'l-Bahá, Whom He designated as the Center of His Covenant and 'The Most Great Branch'.... ("The 
Tree of the Covenant of Bahá'u'lláh"; Vol. I, No. 1, Herald of the Covenant, Winter, 1973/74)

"In analogical terms, the Cause of God brought by These Manifestations may be likened to a Tree. This Tree
of the Cause of God has sprung from the Ancient Root in each Dispensation. This Tree has been the Tree of
Life to those who have accepted the Manifestation in every age, and therefore these believers may be
considered as the branches, leaves and fruits of this Tree from which they have derived their spiritual life and
sustenance. In past Dispensations, with the passage of time, this Tree has invariably fallen into a state of
decay due to the blight of man-made interpretations, accretions and institutions that have sapped its vitality
and corrupted its essence. Thus the followers of the Manifestations of God in each of their successive
Dispensations have found themselves deprived of the pure spiritual nourishment flowing from the Ancient
Root [the Manifestation of God]. Unlike the Dispensations of the past, the Tree of Bahá'u'lláh's Cause has
been forever protected from the spiritual diseases that have ultimately consumed the Tree of the Cause of God
in those Dispensations. For Bahá'u'lláh made a specific, clear, and binding Covenant with His followers
concerning the matter of Succession. Fidelity to this Covenant has been made identical with faithfulness to
His Cause. Therefore, the analogy of the Tree of the Cause of God may be applied to the Covenant and in this
case the Tree of the Cause becomes synonymous with the Tree of the Covenant of Bahá'u'lláh..." ("The Tree 
of the Covenant of Bahá'u'lláh"; Vol. I, No. 1, Herald of the Covenant, Winter, 1973/74)

"From the above analogy it becomes clear that through the instrumentality first of the Most Great Branch
[‘Abdu'l-Bahá], and then in the continuity of the Guardianship of the Faith throughout the duration of the
Bahá'í Dispensation in which these lesser or subordinate branches carry on uninterruptedly, the interpretative
authority of the word of God, the Tree of the Cause of Bahá'u'lláh is forever protected and shielded from
man-made corruption. These Guardians of the Faith (each of whom is appointed by his predecessor in his
lifetime in accordance with the explicit provisions of the Will and Testament of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá) -- these
offshoots of the Primal Branch of the Tree of the Covenant, as faithful ministers to this Covenant, will assure
that the spiritual nourishment and sustenance that flows from the Ancient Root [Bahá'u'lláh] is safeguarded
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throughout the Dispensation of Bahá'u'lláh from the introduction of man-made substances (interpretations,
institutions, etc.) such as those which have caused the decay of the Tree of the Cause of God in past
dispensations." ("Tree of the Covenant of Bahá'u'lláh," Vol. I, No. 1, Herald of the Covenant, Winter,
1973/74)

"...without the living Guardian of the Faith, the interpretive authority originally invested in ‘Abdu'l-Bahá, the
Center of the Covenant, by Bahá'u'lláh and passed on to the successive Guardians of the Faith through the
instrumentality of His Will and Testament would cease to exist, thus exposing the Faith to dissension and
disputes over matters of interpretation of Bahá'í Holy Writ which have so plagued the religions of the past and
given rise to so much schism and bloodshed." (Herald of the Covenant, Winter 1974/75, p. 7)

"...it should be clear to an enquirer endeavoring to determine the meaning of loyalty to the Covenant of
Bahá'u'lláh that such loyalty requires the following from the faithful believer: 
     "--Acceptance of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá as the appointed Center of Bahá'u'lláh's Covenant, the Expounder of His
Book, and the sole infallible Interpreter of Bahá'u'lláh's Holy Writ. 
     "--Acceptance of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá's Will and Testament as the sacred and immortal Heir of both the
Originator and the Interpreter of the Law of God and, as such, the divinely-conceived and perfect 'Child of the
Covenant' and nothing less than the Purpose of Bahá'u'lláh Himself. 
     "--Acceptance of the provisions of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá's Will and Testament as complementary to the
Kitáb-i-Aqdas--the most Holy Book of Bahá'u'lláh--and, as such, a sacred part of the explicit Holy Text, every
clause of which must remain inviolable, immutable, and incorruptible as long as the Dispensation of
Bahá'u'lláh endures." (Herald of the Covenant, Issue #5, Nov. 1977, p. 13--reprinted 1997)

"...The faithful friends should realize that fidelity to the Covenant of Bahá'u'lláh and to the 'Child' of that
Covenant requires more than the acceptance of the continuity of the Guardianship and loyalty to the
incumbent Guardian of the Faith. It requires nothing less than an unswerving fidelity to all of the institutions
delineated in ‘Abdu'l-Bahá's Divine Charter. This fidelity can only be expressed in one's cooperation with and
obedience to these institutions. And to do this, in turn, requires a complete self- effacement on the part of
each individual in the Bahá'í community... (August 4, 1980 letter.)

"It has been made crystal clear...that the Will and Testament of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá is a divinely conceived
Document, that it is an expression of the Will of both Bahá'u'lláh and ‘Abdu'l-Bahá and that it is a part of the
'explicit Holy Text' being complementary to the Kitáb-i-Aqdas. Shoghi Effendi emphasizes this fact by
stating that they 'are inseparable parts of one complete unit'.' This sacred Document can, therefore, never be
altered, amended, or nullified or any of its provisions declared 'BADA' [God changed His mind] by any
person or persons or administrative institution, including the Universal House of Justice which can only enact
laws that form no part of the explicit Holy Text under the terms of the Will and Testament of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá."
(Commentary on the Will and Testament of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá, Herald of the Covenant, January 1985, p.
14)

"The steadfastness, devotion and courage which this blessed remnant of believers have displayed for well
nigh a quarter of a century in the face of the greatest violation of the Covenant of Bahá'u'lláh in the history of
the Faith is nothing short of miraculous and is unforgettable. The exemplary and unwavering faith of these
intrepid believers in the indestructibility of the Covenant of Bahá'u'lláh and in the immortality and
inviolability of its sacred Offspring--the Will and Testament of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá-- has saved the true Faith from
destruction and has assured that the divinely-conceived System delineated in that Will will be preserved intact
and undefiled by the hand of man for future Bahá'í generations." (Ridván message, written April 2, 1985)

"Certainly this massive violation that has afflicted our precious Faith since the passing of Shoghi Effendi
would never have taken place if the believers had been well grounded in the teachings on the Covenant and
had studied the writings of Shoghi Effendi on the Covenant, the Will and Testament of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá and the
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Bahá'í Administrative Order. Had they been so well grounded they would not have been deluded by
self-appointed leaders into thinking God had changed His plan concerning the World Order of Bahá'u'lláh;
nor would they have permitted these same leaders to flagrantly repudiate the Will and Testament of
‘Abdu'l-Bahá by destroying the major Institutions delineated by ‘Abdu'l-Bahá in this 'Divine Charter.'"
(Ridván message, written April 9, 1986)

"The Hands...[in 1957] relegated the International Bahá'í Council to an insignificant role subordinate to
themselves but, curiously enough, in their announced plans for the future administration of the Faith they
called for the election of a successor body to the Council to be held in 1963 which, although headless, as they
would depose Mason Remey, Shoghi Effendi's appointed President, they had the audacity to label 'The
Universal House of Justice.' They proposed that this headless body would then take over the administration of
the affairs of the Faith, and yet they had not permitted the embryonic Universal House of Justice created by
Shoghi Effendi to exercise any authority whatsoever, having usurped the powers and authority that belongs
solely to this body and to the Guardianship (the Hands have no administrative authority according to the
terms of the Will and Testament of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá). To this dismemberment of the major institutions
delineated in ‘Abdu'l-Bahá's Will and Testament (even the Hands, as they died out would no longer exist as
only a Guardian can appoint them) the Bahá'ís, with scarcely a murmur of dissent throughout the world,
blindly acceded. In this way the greatest violation of the Covenant of Bahá'u'lláh that the Faith has ever
experienced had its fateful inception." (Herald of the Covenant, July 1986, p. 5)

"There can be little doubt that future scholars of the Faith, who carefully study the provisions of the Will and
Testament of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá with a spiritual eye and the writings of Shoghi Effendi in such works as "The
Dispensation of Bahá'u'lláh", will readily perceive the falsity and deception that characterize their arguments
[in the Canadian "The Power of the Covenant" compilation] attempting to justify a sans-Guardian Faith and
come to realize that the God-given Institutions bequeathed to the world in ‘Abdu'l-Bahá's divine Charter are
inviolable, incorruptible and destined to endure in all of their perfection and glory as long as the Dispensation
of Bahá'u'lláh endures." (Ridván letter, written on 11 April 1987)

"...new believers must be so well grounded in the Covenant and convinced of the absolute necessity of the
Guardianship for the establishment of the World Order of Bahá'u'lláh that they will not be affected by the fact
that the vast majority of those who previously professed loyalty to the Guardianship have now settled for a
corrupted system supplanting the divinely-conceived System bequeathed to us by the Master. And yet,
misguided and deluded as they are, they, strangely enough, still count themselves as defenders of the
Covenant, even though they have repudiated the major provisions of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá's immortal Masterpiece
and divine Charter." (Ridván message, 10 April 1989)

"...as we draw near to the 40th year of our long endeavors in defense of the mighty Covenant of Bahá'u'lláh I
am overwhelmed with feelings of gratitude and admiration for your unflagging perseverance, continued
devotion and exemplary loyalty over these trying years in which you have had to face the overwhelming mass
of violating Bahá'ís in a relentless titanic spiritual battle which, though marked of late with some remarkable
successes, yet remains to be completely won. Assuredly, you the valiant champions of the Covenant will
continue to wage this great spiritual battle in the years that lie ahead with the same fervent zeal, undiminished
determination and unconquerable fortitude until final victory of the indestructible and resistless Covenant of
Bahá'u'lláh is achieved, the survival of the sacred 'Child of the Covenant'--the Will and Testament of
‘Abdu'l-Bahá--is assured and the present-day flagrant violators of that Covenant are forever put to flight."
(Ridván message, 21 April 1995)

"It is...obvious that as the Guardianship of the Faith has come to an end for these sans-Guardian Bahá'ís, the
'Center of the Cause' identified by ‘Abdu'l-Bahá as a term applying solely to the Guardian of the Cause of
God is no longer applicable. They then have had to come up with a redefinition of the meaning of
Covenant-breaking to accommodate this term to the man-made and disfigured administrative system they
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have substituted for the divinely-conceived Administrative Order delineated in the Testament of
‘Abdu'l-Bahá. Accordingly, they have perverted the meaning given to Covenant-breaking by applying this
term to any believer who does not believe in the termination of the Guardianship and does not pledge loyalty
to their so-called Universal House of Justice as a substitute Head of the Faith and Center of the Cause, a body
which, although illicitly formed, headless and therefore incomplete, ...has also additionally arrogated unto
itself the 'powers,' the 'authority,' the 'rights and prerogatives' vested by the Testament of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá solely
in the Guardian of the Faith." (Herald of the Covenant, June 1998, p. 27)

"...there was no mention of the Guardianship in the Aqdas as this Institution was first formally established by
‘Abdu'l-Bahá in His Will and Testament...and was revealed only after His passing. Therefore, any quotation
taken from the Aqdas to support the argument that it envisaged a break in the line of Guardians is clearly
senseless and without any foundation whatsoever." (Herald of the Covenant, June 1998, p. 44)

"Let us...recapitulate the acts and decisions taken by the Hands of the Cause and the illicit body of
'Custodians of the Bahá'í World Faith'...

"The Hands of the Cause, assembled at their first Conclave in 'Akká, after the passing of Shoghi
Effendi, made their hasty, ill-considered and fateful decision that the Guardianship of the Faith had
forever ended and then fallaciously interpreted Shoghi Effendi's reference to them in the last
communication he had addressed to the Bahá'í world...
"The entire body of the Hands of the Cause decided at their first Conclave, without any authority
whatsoever to do so under the provisions of the Will and Testament of 'Abdu'l-Bahá, to create a body
identified as the "Custodians of the Bahá'í World Faith" completely outside the terms of that Will and
invested this illicit body with the "functions, rights and powers in succession to the Guardian of the
Faith" far in excess of the "dual functions" assigned to them... in Shoghi Effendi's last message to the
Bahá'í world in October 1957...
"The Custodians reaffirmed the above statement of the Hands that "The Custodians shall be deemed to
succeed the Guardian of the Bahá'í Faith" and thereby usurped the functions and role of the Guardian
of the Faith which, in effect, placed this body of the Custodians, who later referred to themselves as
"the supreme body in the Cause" in a position superior to the Hands who had appointed them.
"The Custodians, endeavoring to bestow authenticity upon their body, attempted to give the impression
to the believers that this body of Custodians was the body of nine Hands described in the Will and
Testament of 'Abdu'l-Bahá which has been elected from their own number to work under the direction
of the living Guardian at the World Center whereas they were, in fact, an appointed body who they
pretended was working "In the service of the beloved Guardian" although he was no longer in this 
world and no longer the Guardian of the Faith.
"The Custodians requested all National Spiritual Assemblies to send a letter to them, "recognizing us
as the supreme body in the Cause" and including a sentence containing the following untruthful
statement that their body had been elected and not appointed: "We pledge our full support, faith and
allegiance to the body of the Custodians of the Bahá'í World Faith elected by the Hands of the Cause."
"The Hands of the Cause, including the Custodians, ignoring the significance of Shoghi Effendi's
Proclamation of 9 January, 1951, and failing to realize that in this Proclamation he had actually
established in the temporary name of the International Bahá'í Council, but had not established a 
temporary Institution...took it upon themselves on the basis of the authority they had usurped...to
relegate this body to an insignificant role...
"The Custodians, understandably shocked that the National Spiritual Assembly of France had accepted
Mason Remey as the second Guardian of the Faith and, although lacking any authority under the
provisions of the Will and Testament of 'Abdu'l-Bahá to dissolve a National Spiritual Assembly,
dispatched one of their Hands to France, "as their representative with specific instructions to dissolve
the National Assembly and call for a new election if the five (initially eight) members persisted in their
dangerous and disloyal course of action."...



THE COVENANT http://www.rt66.com/~obfusa/Covenant2000.html

29 of 30 12/10/2006 11:01 AM

"The Hands found it necessary to give a new definition to Covenant-breaking so that they could declare
a believer a Covenant-breaker who had not accepted their decision that the Guardianship had ended and
had recognized Mason Remey as the second Guardian of the Faith. As the Will and Testament of
'Abdu'l-Bahá explicitly prescribes the sole basis for declaring a believer a Covenant-breaker to be
opposition and protestation "against the guardian of the Cause of God," the Hands had to find a way to
characterize acceptance of Mason Remey as opposition and protestation on the part of the believer
against a decision made by Shoghi Effendi before his passing....
"As the Hands of the Cause are nominated and appointed by the Guardian of the Faith according to the
explicit terms of the Will and Testament of 'Abdu'l-Bahá, the Guardian is obviously the only one who
can remove them from this station. The Hands of the Cause and specifically the so-called Custodians of
the Faith, having usurped the functions of the Guardianship, now considered it within their power to
expel a fellow-Hand from the Faith as well as the believers, whereas, authority to expel the believers
had been solely reserved by Shoghi Effendi to himself during his ministry. As they now considered that
they, and apparently the entire body of their fellow-Hands as well, were acting in the capacity of the
Guardian of the Faith, they did not hesitate to announce to the Bahá'í world that the "entire body of the
Hands" had now labeled Mason Remey a Covenant-breaker and had expelled him and all those who
supported him from the Faith...
"The Hands called for the premature election of their headless sans-Guardian Universal House of
Justice by the National Assemblies of the Bahá'í World during Ridván 1963, referring to it in their
cables in several terms such as that "EXALTED BODY," that "SUPREME EDIFICE" and that
"SUPREME LEGISLATIVE BODY," this latter appellation being particularly inappropriate, in this
case, as this disfigured body, minus the Guardian as its "sacred head," would be assuming, perforce, in
addition to legislative functions, executive functions as well, rightfully exercised only by the living
Guardian of the Faith as the Head of the Faith and the "Center of the Cause" under the terms of the Will
and Testament of 'Abdu'l-Bahá.
"Coincident with the election of the so-called Universal House of Justice and their presumed
assumption of the functions that had been performed by the Custodians since the passing of Shoghi
Effendi, the termination of the ministry of the Custodians was announced—this body that had been
hailed by one National Spiritual Assembly less than six years earlier, as "the Most Supreme Body in the
Bahá'í World Faith" and by another Assembly as "the supreme body in the Cause of Bahá'u'lláh."
However, unwilling to surrender completely their control and direction of the affairs of the Faith, these
former Custodians were able to convince the newly-formed illicit "Universal House of Justice" that
there was still the necessity for five Hands to reside in the Holy Land who, acting as a quasi-Custodial
body (my terminology) would continue to identify themselves under the slightly modified designation
of "Hands of the Cause Residing in the Holy Land" and therefore, once again, establish another
illegitimate body outside the provisions of the Will and Testament of 'Abdu'l-Bahá who would be
"responsible for coordinating the international work of the institution of the Hands, [from their site in
Haifa] in relation to the Continental Hands and to the Universal House of Justice," a function, as it
pertains to the coordination of the international work of the Hands, properly devolving upon a living
Guardian of the Faith." 
("The Illegitimate Reign of the 'Custodians' at the Bahá'í World Center That Was Never Meant
to Be", July 2000, pp. 44-47 PNBC edition)
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