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~Bahalis to establish uphold ang promote the Spiritual eduoatlonal
?and humanitarian teachings of human brotherhood radiant faith ‘

- exalted character and selfless love revealed in the lives and

"the worl

-an

ulllah for the ‘benefit or the Baha.'is ‘of the Uhited St:ates acco
"ing to the principles of Bahafi affiliation and. adminisbross e T 0E

,or this Trust to be to administer the affaira of the cause of B

The By-Laws
of- .

THE NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEVIBLY OF TH‘? BAHA-IS f
- OF THE UNLTED STATES OF AMERTOA UNDER AHE

' | HEREDITARY GUARDIANSHIP CING..

-

Section I . . _

=

The deflnition of the memhership of thig Corporation and th :

rules for the permanent operation of" the organization ahall be set

thh in a "peclaration of Trust” signed by the incorporators oﬁ :

the corporation and reading as follows-' - L iag

-

Article I

The name of said Trust shall be the NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEM- ’
BLY G THE BAHA'IS OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA UNDER THE :
'HEREDITARY GUARDIANSEIP, The.

Article Ii

Sharing the ideals and assisting the efrorts of our rellow .‘

utterances of all the Prophets and Measengers of God, Founders of
d!s revealed religions--and glven .renewed creative energy
d universal applicatien to the conditions of this age in the 1ife

‘and utterances of Bahatufllah—-We declare the purposes and obJects '

i
t“' il

DAt
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" cereated and established by Baha'utllah, defined and explained by

;IAbdull-Eaha, and amplified and applied by Shoghi Effendi and his.
., duly constituted aueeesﬁor,Madon Remey, and successors under the -
i . - ‘ o ..
ﬂproviaions of the Will and Testanient pr 'Abdull-gaha.

il . These purposes are to be realized by meahs of dévétidn&l
i . o L . : o
imeetings; by public meetings and conferences of an educational, -

Ihumanitarian and spiritual character; by the publication of books,

magazines and newspapers; by the construction bfftempleg of_@niyex

t

;?sal worship and of other: institutions and-gdificéa'for-hnmani@aris

?Eeﬁvice; by supervising, unifying,'promoting‘and~geﬁerally adminis

‘ifgtgring the activities of the Baha'is of the United States in 'the

§§fulf111ment of their relig;oﬁa offices;'duties andrideals;,aﬁg‘by

%any other means appropriate to these ends, or any-of them,
ilj _ Other purposes and obJects of this Trust are: “
- a.. The right to enter into, make, perform and carry out . - ~
b ‘ contracts’ of. every sort and kind for the furtherance
go of the objects of thisTrust with any person, firm, .

- - assoclation,. corpération, private, publiec or muleipal’
: "~ . or body politic, or any state, territory or cdlony .

©- thercof, or any foreign government; and in this, connectic

i % el and in all transactions under the terms of this Trust,

to do any and all things which a co-partnership or °

@f' natural person could do or exercise, and which now or
g hereafter may be authorized by law, S

e

s

oo, To hold and: be named as beneficiary;uhdar any trust esta.

S blished by law or otherwise or under any will or other

T . teatamentary instrument in connection with any gift; de~

vise, or bequest in which a trust or frusts 1s or are
_éstablished in any part of the world as well as in the
United States; to receive gifta, devises or bequests of
money or other praperty. ' -

.E"' _gﬁ All and whatsoever the several purpqses'énd‘oﬁjéétaéaét =

forth in the written utterances of. Baha*u!llzh, . IAbdu!le’
. Baha; Shoghi Effendi and Mason Remey, under whioh oertaln
- Jurisdiction, powers and rights are granted to National.
do- Spiritual Assemblies. S o - :

7 © de Generally to do’sll things. and ‘acts WHich v the -Judgmbit
i of satd Trustees, i.e., the National Spiritusl Assembly-
"‘of “the Baha'ls of. the United States of Amerioa Under, the

: Hereditaery Quardianship; Inc., aie necessary, proper and
i advantagepug‘toﬁnrohote;the_cémplqte;ahd.aucéegsral?_- :
Lo administration .of s Trust. - . . . L

e T £ ety g A e
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. members thereof,‘of any character whatsogver, whetherllegalpor'

- 'composing the body of the Ba.ha':l.s of. the United States not incun-.lz'
' aistent wd.th the terma of this instrument and all in accordance

L With thé explicit mgtmct ons’ «h t 1
+.and Maaon- Hemey, 1 s ven us -to date by Shoghi‘Effepq;

: Guard_:!.ar‘a.of. thig- 'Qaui's

extending credit to, cont:racting with or- having a.ny' olai.m againa'b
:fthe Trusbees, i.e,, thé Natlonal Spiritual Asgsembly, and the’

equitable and whethar-drising out of cbncraét or tort, shali-lobﬁ"

‘estate for - payment o 1ndemn1ty, or for the payment of any debt, A

.damage » Judgment or decree or any money that may otmerwise bg:co:ne '

" any of them, nor any of their officers or agenta appointed by
‘them hereunder, nor any beneficiary or benerioiaries herein named
. 8hall be persenally 11a‘ble therefor. 4 ’t '

j 1n wrlting or other agreement or ingtrument made or given under

’ a.dopt for the conduct of the afi‘aira ‘entrusted to them under this.f‘

_tions as are required to define and oarry on 1ts own. administrat-

them in “the government and practice of their religious affaira

PRI ;Articlev o ;

SR S e g Lt gl oty i b e

Article III

Section 1, ALY persona, fivms, corporationa and associations

solely to the funds of the Trust and to-the property of- the’ Trust_

dur, or payable from the Trustees, so that neither the Trustees nog
Sec.tion 2 Every no'l;e, bond, proposa],, obligat:.on onr contran‘t

this Trust: shall be explqcitly executed by the National Spiritual_
Aasembly, as 'I'rusteea by their - duly authorized’ oi‘rioers or agents'.

© Article IV
"'he Trustees » 1, e. ) lthe National Spiritual ABSembly, shall

Declarat:!.on of Trust, such by—laws : rules or _procedure or regula—

ive runctions and thoae of the Several local and other elements

'r Bahalm’:l.lah, wm.ch mstructiona p.re :
already known to the Eaha'is or the United Staxes and. aocepted by,ﬂ

w“hﬁﬁ i "{.

".«

] . f Y re

- Tae central office of this Tyust shall be. located in the city]

e

L
e
2
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bt end b sleene -

", the following desoription-

;T‘meeting a copy of the proposed amendmeht ox amendﬂenta is mailed

f{'to each member or the Aasembly by the Secrotary.

"any speclal meeting duly called for ‘that purpoae, provided that

.aaored dutles under this Trust, shall have exclusive Jurisdiotion

..and authority aver all the activitlies and affaira of the Bahali

in the administration of this Trust, It. shall endeavor'to atimu-
31ate, unify and coordinabe the manifold aotivitioadﬁr the looal '
.Spiritual Aaaemblies (hereinafter defined) and’ of‘individual

i d.:,\. Rt

of Santa Fe, State of New Mexico, United States of Ameriea.

Article VI
- The soal of this Trust ghall be circular in form, bearing

National Spiri‘bual Assembly of the Baha'ia ‘of the. United b

States of America Unoer the Hereditary Guardianship, Ino.A'-

Article VII ' S i
This Deolaration of Trust may be amended . by majority vobe of
the National 3piritual, Assembly of the Baha'ia ‘ot the United
States of America Under the Hereditary Guardianship, Inc., &t

at least thirty (30) days prior to the date rixed ror said '

i

'Artlole vVIIX

The Wational Spiritual Assembly, in the fulrillment of 1ts

Cause throughout the United States, inoluding paramount authority [

-Baha'is in the United States and by 811 possible means. assist then '
to promote the oneness.of mankind. It ahall be charged with theA 7:
rooognition of ‘such. Local Assemblies, ‘the ecrutiny of all member- ;{
ahip rolls, the oalling or bhe Annual M tins or. speoial meetinsg, w
and the- aeating of deiegatea to tne‘Annualiueeting and their appo:_

-tionment among.the various eleotral.diatriata. It shall appoint

.*.-
R

~

)
L
b

N " . . - wor "
X : W 1

.
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‘and distribution of Bahall ;1terafure, the reviewing of all .

writings,pertaininz to the Baharti cauae; the-coﬁspructipn'aqq '
administration of the Mashriqutl-adhkar and 1ts accessory agti- 7
vities, and the collection and disburdement of all funds for the |-
carrying on of this Trust. It shall decide whether any matter
lies within 1its own Juriédiction or withiq thelaunisd;cti§g of

any local Spiritual Assembly. It shall, in such cases 28 it

considers suitablead necessary, entertain appeals from the decl-i-

sions o local Spiritual Assemblics and shall have the right of

final decision in all cases where the qualification of'anjindi—
vidual or group for continued votlﬁé rights and mémbe?ship;in‘thé
‘Baha'l body is in question. -It shall furthermore répréseﬁt'the
Baha!is of the United States 1n all thelr cooperative and spiri-
tual activities with the Baha'is of other lands, and shall conati—
tute the sole electoral brdy ‘of the United States in the formaticn'
of the Universal House of Justice provided for in the Sacred Wri—‘

tings of the Bahali Cause. Above all, the Nabional Spiritual

. Pasembly shall ever seek tc attain that station of unlty 1n devo-'“.‘

" tion to the Revelation of Baha'u!llah which will attract the

. o _ I
confirmations of phe Holy Spirit end enable the Assembly to serve;.
the founding of the Most Great Peacé. In all its deliheration .

and action the National Assembly shall have conatantly be;ore Lt

as Divine gulde dnd standard the utterance of Baha'u'llah-«-

“It behooveth theri (1.e., Spiritual Assetiblies) to be the - - |

trusted ones of tha Merciful ameng man and -to conalded them-
selves ad the guardians appeinted of God for all'f%gt awell

Article Ix
The Baha‘is of thé United States, for whoae henefit this

several States, Terriboriea or Federal Districts of the United

A

1

i

.. 6n earth, "It 1s ihcumbent upon them to take counsel. together '
and to have regard for the interests of the servants of -God,

- for Hias. sake, even ag they regard their own 1nteresta, and
to chogse that which 1s meet and seemly.W

" all natiocnal Baha'i commnittees and ahall“éupervtse the-publicgtioﬁ

i

A1
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;‘States who are accepted by the National Spiritugl Asgembly as ru;;

" the Faith:

.by the said Baha'is in menner hereinafter provided, and who shall !

~ ‘Buccessors Bhall-be.elééted.

 of & Chalrman; Viee-Chairman, Secretarygahd.mréaqgrer,‘andléucn -
. othér officers as mey ‘be found ﬁeéeuaary for the pﬁépﬁffpondubt'
: of 1ts affalrs. The officers shall be elested by a majority vote

;;be called by the ‘member eleoted o membership by the higheat num
“ ber of votes or,

£i11ing the requirements of membership in the Baha'i Comimunity

under the following quelifications set fprth by the. Guardian of i

a, Full recognition of the station of - the Bab as Forerunper,
" of Baha'utllah as Author and of !Abduri~Baha as True

Ixemplar of the Baha'li religion; unyreserved accepbance
of, and submission to whatsoever has been revealed by
thelr Pen; loyal and steadfast adherence to every clause.
of "Abdwil-Bahz!s sacred Will}~ and close Assoclation with
the spirit as well as the form of Baha'i Administration -
throughout the world. . . .

. AGtalnment of the age of 21 yeérs.

¢. Declaration of faith te, and enrollment by, the local
Spiritual Assembly if resident in the aren, of  jurisdic- -
tion of any local Assembly recognized by the National
Spiritual Assembly. : :

d. Declaratlon ¢f faith to the National Spiritual Assembly
on the membership form provided for "thoge residing. out~. .

slde ‘any such area of local Bahali Jurisdiction,

Article X
!

:

The Natlonal Assembly shall conslst of pihe members chosen

from among the Baha'is of the United States, who shall be elected

continue in office for the period of one year,, or until their

Article XTI .

Il

The officers of the National Spiritual Assembly shall consist

of the Assembly taken by seeret ballot,

Artiole XII .
[The £irst meeting of a newly-eleoted National Assembly shall

' In cage two or more members have. résclved the -

e mp—

A o — s ta s - va s T TR

F.

1z
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- the Assembly members after. each meeting, and preserve the minutes

-andg qualified.

TO: 1863734298

S Ao e e o : BT PRNLE R LT PP T e e T
T AT e S s s m b e e S TR R L e TR e g T e 2 L ey B ade Y B e -

same sald highest number of votes, then by the member selected by
lot.from among those members; and thls member shall presidé wnt1l

the permanent Chairman shall be chosen, All suhsequent meetings

nhﬂll te called by the Secretary of the Assembly at the request ‘of 'ii

the Chalrman or,.in his absence or incapacity, of the Vine~Chair-
of

man, or/any three members of the Assembly, provided, however, that "

the- Annual Meeting of the Aaaembly shall ve neld at a time and
place to be fixed by a majority vote of the Assembly, as herein— S

after provided.
Article XIII

Five members of the National ABBemhly preSent at.a meeting
shall econstitute a Quorum, and a madority vote ‘of tnose present
and constituting a quorum shall be suffioient ror the conduct af:
business, ‘except as otherwlse provided in these By-Laws, . and with[

due regard to the principle of unity and cordial fellowship in-

volved in the ingtitution of a Spiritual Assembly. Theo transactions'

and decisions of the National Assembly ahall be recorded at each.

1

in the official Tecords of the Assembly,

Avticle XIV

.

Whenever in any 1ocality of the United States, he in muntod—
pality, township or county, the nuwher of Baha'is resident

i
H

therein recognized by the National . Spiritual Assembly exceeds nine,

. l
. these may on April 2lst of any year convene and eleot by plurality

A
vote a Iocal administrative body of nine members, “to ‘be known as

the Spiritual Assemtly of the Behalis of that . community. Every
such Spiritual Assembly -shall be elected ennually .thereafter upon
each suceeasive 2lst day of April. The members shall hold office!

for the term of one year and until their Successors are eleated -

et et

A3
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-+ of a Cheirman, Viee-Chairman, Jecretary and Treasurer,. znd such

* Qlately thereafter the Secretary chosen shall %ransmit to. the-

. ABsemily shall be £illed by elec

. 8uccessive years;‘constltute themselves the local Spiritual

i hewly-elected Assembly and a list of its officers.

When, héwever, the number of Bahatis in any hnhhorizgg oivil

arca 16 exgetly nine, these may on April 2lst of eny year, or in +

Aséembly,hy Joint declﬁrgtlon. Upon the resording of sugh decla-
ration by the Secretary of the Nationel Spiritual Assembly, said

body of niﬁe ahall'ﬁeéome_established with the rights,-privliegeaq
and Quties of a local Spiritual Assembly as et forth ip this

instrument.

' Seétibﬁﬂl, Bach newly-elected local Spiritual Assembly shallj.
, at oncé proceed 1n the manner indicated in Articles XI and XIT of

these By-Laws to the election of its officers, who shall’ consist

other officers as the Assemdly finds necessary for the conduct of
its business and the fulfillment of ita splritual duties. - Imme-

Secretary of the National Assembly ‘the names of the‘memhgrs of ‘the
Section 2. The general ﬁowers and ‘duties of a local Spiritual

Assemoly shall be as set forth in the writings of Bahatulllah, -
AbAuIL-Baha and Shoghi Effendl, &nd Mason Remey. -

- Section 3. Among its more specific duties, a looal Spiritual |’

Assembly shall have full_iurisdidtion,nf all Bahati astivities and
affairs within the local

clusive and paramount authority of the National Spiritual Assembly.
as defined herein, : o

Section 4. vVacasncies in the-membership of a local Spiritual
tlon ‘at & speclal feefilng of the

ipcal Baha'i community duly galled Por that purposé by.the Assem-
bly. In the event that the number of. vadancies! exceeds four, ma-
lking a quorum of the local Assembly tmpossible, the elcetieon shalll
be held under the supervision of the National Spfritual,hssémbly.1

Section 5. The business of the local Assembly shall be con- |

duet®d If TTke manner as provided for the delibérations of the
National Assembly in Arficle XIIXI above, ‘ :

_Bection 6. The local Asgembly shall paas upon éndw&pprova'th i
qualiticetions of each member .of the Baha!i community before such
menbers shall be admitted to vating membershin; but whére an indi-
vidual 1s dissatisfied with the ruling of the local Spiritual -

. AsBembly upon his Behati qualifications, such individual may .-

appeal from thé ruling to the National Assembly, whidh‘shall‘theré

. upon tzke Jurisdiction of "and fiﬁally,@ecide the case.

Scction 7. On or.hefore the 1st day of ﬁbvember of.éachhyear&l
the YEGFetary of each local Assembly shall ‘send to-the Secretary &E

the Natlonal Assembly a duly certified 11st of the voting members

of the local Rahatd community for the .information gna f “of
the National Assembly, - - v : ° é apprové; o

ommunity, subject, however, to the exw .

.14
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Section B. All matters arising within a local Baha'i communi-

. -ty wiich are of purcly lecal intevest and do not affect the
national interests of the Cause shall be under the. primary Juris~|
dictlion of thae Splritual Assembly of that locality; but decision ..
whether a particular matter involvea the interest ang@ welfars of -

# the national Baha'i body shall rest with the National Spiritual”

- Assembly. - ' A

Section 9. Any member of a local Bahati community may ‘appeal
- from & declsIon of his Spiritual Assembly to the National Assembly
+ which shall determine whethér it 8hall take jurisdictien.of the
-+ matter or leave it to the local Spiritual Asseémbly for reconni-
: deration, In the event that the Natlonal Assembly assumes juria-
* dietlon of the matter, its Finding shall be final. ‘

Section 10, Where any dissensioh exiats within a losal Bahafi
commuiIty of such character that it ocannot be remedied by the -
- efforts of the loeal Spiritual Assembly, this condltion shall be
‘- referred by the Spiritual Assembly f or consideration to the . :
. National Spiritual Assembly, whose setion -in the matter shall be -
" final, - . . : )

. Sectlon 11.° All questions arising between two or more local
- SpirI¥UEI ESsembly, or between members of different Baha!l com~ 1

-munities, shall be submitted in the Tirst ingtance to the National
. ‘Assembly, which shall have ariginal and f£inal jurisdiction in all:"
» Such matters. .

- Seetion 12 ., The sphere of Jurisdiefion of a local. Spiritual

AsselbIy, WItH respect to residential qualification of membership, .

- and voting rights of a believer in any Bahaii commyni by, shall bel.
i the loczlity inciluded -Within the eivil limits A the municipality,

township or county. | . ’ o ' .

; J . All differences of opinion concerning the sphere of jurisdie-

: o tion of any loesl Spiritual Asgembly or eoncerning the affiliation

.of any Bahati or group of Bahafis 4n the United States shall be
referred to the National Spiritual ‘Assembly, whose decision in

© + the matter shall be fihal, :

“Article XV

[

‘The members. of ‘the Naticnal Sﬁiri‘tugl Assemtly shall be elecw
ted at an annuall'meeting to be knows as i;he National "ConVention
"of the Bahatis of the United States. This Convention. shall he

" held at a time and Place to be fixed by the National Agsembly.
" Tha National '(:onventiqn_'. shall be composed jointly. of representa-
“ tives' chosen By the ;Ba.;l-xi'a'j..a of each State, Territory .or Federal - |

e s s

. District under the principle of- proportionats. 'r'epresle':ni:_ati_on, and
- the members of the National Spiritual Assembly,
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Notice of the annual meeting shall be given by the Ngtibnal

Assembly sixty déys in advance in the Convenbtlon call which setaT

forth the number of dclegates assigned to the varl us .electoral
Caits in proportion to the number of Behatls resident in each
¢ such unit, to a total number of twenty-Ifive delegatea.for;the

| - o
\i Bahalis of the United Statea. ‘
. Ssection 1. " All delegates to the Convention shall be elected -
1 by plLuralicy vote. Bahallis.who for illness or other unavqidable '
|| reasons are unable te be present at the electlon 1n pergon-shali
i have the right to transmit thelr ballots to the meebing.by mail, | .
The meeting held in each State, Territory or Federalinisﬁrigt
I Fop the clection of delegates shall bé called by the National
% Spiritual Assembly and coriducted by .the Bahalls present under
1 whatever procedure may be unlformly laid down by sald body, ,
~,, Immediately after the meeting a certifled report of the election
i containing the name and address of each &elegate‘shall be trans-~ | .
© % mithted to the National Spiritual Assembly, o

i Seetion 2. All delegates to be seated at the COﬂventioﬁjmuétf_-
. be recognized Baha!is and residents of the State, Territory -or

|
S g i Federal District represented by tiem.

Section 3. The rights and privileges of a delegate may not
be assigned nior may they be exéréised by proxy. : -

Section 4. The recognition and seating of delegates to the
Natishal Convention shall be vested in the Natlonal- piritual
Aspembly. Co S ;

i Seection 5. Delegates unable to be present in persond the
" . Convenition shall'have the right ‘to transmit their ballets. fér !

, - " election of the members of the National -Assembly under whatever
. ) . - procedure 1s adopted by the National hody.

Section 6, If in any year the National Spiritual Assembly .
" shell consiaér that it is lmpracticable or unwise to assemble to-|
, S . gether the delegates to the Naticnal Convention, The said Assembly
! * shall provide ways and means by which the annual electlon and the
: - : 'j-obhir esséntial business of the Convention may be conducted by
f ) - i mall.. -

" geetion 7. The presiding officer of the Natlohal Spiritual .

- Asgembly present at the Cenvention shall call together the dele~.
gates, "who after roll call ghall proceed-to the permanent orgari-{ .
zation of the meeting, electing by ballot a chalrmen, a secretary
and such other officers as are necessary for the proper conduct
of the business of the Convention, '

. Section 8. The principal busineas of the annual meeting shall

* be consultation on Baha!i activities, plans_and policies, and thel

election of the nino members of the ﬁationalnSptritual Assembly.,

 Members of the Natiorial Assembly, whether or not elected delogatet

may -take a full part in the consultatlon and disculsion but’ohly:};

. delezates may participate in the election of Convention officers

i or in the annual election of the members of the nati onal body. - {."

:. All action by the delegates, other. than the organizavion of the :}-

. QOnvgnticn, the transmission of messages  to the Guardisn and the | °
_elsctlon of the Nationdl Assembly, shall constitute advice and - ™

. recommendation for consideration by the said Assembly, fingl '

iL'

i
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deciaicn on all mabbters concerning the affaira of. the Baha'i Faith,
! 4in the United States belng vested solely in that body. Do

Seection 9. The general order of business to be takeh up at j
the Kraual Convention shall be prepared by the National® Splrituall
Asgembly in the form of an agendy, but any matter pertaining :
to the Baha'li Falth introduced by any of the delegates-may upon-
motlon and vote be taken up as part of the Conventioti delibera-'
‘tions. .

i S=ctlion 10, The election of the memhers or'the_Nat;onal Spi; .
i ritual Aosembly. shall be by plurelity vote of -the délegates recogl
; ‘nized by the outgoing Natiohal Spiritual  Assembly, 1.e,, the members
4+ eleoted shall be the nine persons receiving the greatest number -
* of votes on the first ballot cas¥ by delegates present at the § '
i Convention and delegates whose ballot has been transmitted to ‘
'# the Secretary of the National Spiritual Assembly by mail,. In
1 case, by reason of a tie vote or votes, the full memberShip is
i ‘not determined on the first ballot, then one or.more additiohal
¢ - ballots shall be taken on the persons tied until all nine members-
are elected I

s . Seection 11, All official: business transacted at.the- National
e Convention snhall be recorded and preserved in the records of the

-National Assembly,

) Section 12, Vacancies in the membership of the National

L SpirIEuaI'Issembly shall be filled by a plurality vote of the
% delegates composing the Convention which elected the Assembly,
.the ballot to be talken by correspondence or in any other manner
-decided upon by the Natl?nal Spiritual "Assembly. N

Article XVI

- Vhere the National Spiritual Assembly has been given in theso

. By-Laws exclusive and final jJurisdiction, and paramount gxé&ﬁtiv;
authority, in all matter§ pertaiﬁiﬁg to the activities and alflalrs
! of the Baha'i Cause in.the United States, it 'is-ﬁ:‘id;érst:'ood that |
'any declsion made or actioh taken upon such matters ‘shall be sub-.
o Ject. 1n every instance to ultimate review and approval by the '

Guardian of the causa or the Universal House of Juﬂtice.

Article XVII .
Whatever functions and powers are not specifically attributed
to loecal Spiritual As.emhlies in these By-Laws ardl be considered
. Vested,in the National Spiritual Assembxy, ‘which body 15 aubhorized'

ﬁ'to delegate auch discretionary functions- and powers as it deems

necessany and advisahle to the local Spiritual Assemblies within
" its juriadictl. on. '
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. vided_th@t at legst fourteen aays prior to tng date‘rixed for

- Batiali elections, the practice of nominations or any other elec-' 5
‘ not prevail, so that each elector may vote for none hut thQSe whnm.

: prayer and feflection have inspired him to uphold.

the affairs of the Cause as members of lopal or national Spiritual

'g.nd. acquaint themselves with the considered views, the prévé;iling

. standing and mutusl confidence betWeen themselves . and all other |
. .Bahalis, ’ ' ‘ '

the saild meeting a copy of the propesed amendment or ariendments
" 1a mailed to each member of t:he-Ass,e'mbly by the Seoretary,: - - !

‘Avticle XVIIX

1n order to preserve the spiritual character and.ﬁurpoqe_of'

toral method detrimental-to a silent and prayerrul election shall

Among the most cutstanding and sacred-ﬂut;es'inoumhent upbn~'

thosé who have been called upon to initiate, direct-éﬁd‘cqorqina#ﬁ

Assemblies’ are: —-
o win by every means in thelr power the confidence and affec-

tion of those whom it is their privilege to serve; to ;nv§stigate_

‘geritiments and. the peraonal convietions of: those whose Wélfare 164

1s thelr solemn obligation. to promote, to purve their deliberations

and the general, ‘eonduct of their affairs of self-contained aloof-
ness, the suspieion of seerecy, the stifling atmosphere»of ‘dicw
tatorlal assertlveness and of every word and deed that may savor
of part:iality, self-centeredness and prejudice; and while rem

" taining the sasred right of final-decision in their ha.nds s to
invite discussion ventilate grlevancea, welcome advice, and fos-

ter the sense of inter—dependence'and co-partnership, of under-

- . P

' Article XIK
, .
These By-Laws nay ba amended by majqrity vote of the National

Spiritual- ASSembly at any of its regular or special meetinga, pro'






