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THE MNATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY OF THE panicis OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
UNDIR THE HEREDITARY GUARDIANSHIP, INC.

Box 182
Santa Fe, New Mexico
Des, 10, 1965

Mr, Jool Marangellm, President
Socond Intornstional Baba'!i Counsil

Dear Jesl,

Thank you very much for your thoughtful latters of Hovembor 22
and 23, Both letters, bocause of their sontents, were reproduced
by thermofax-ditto procese and malled to the HBA memberahip; and
I'm gurs zh,sg wre eguslly Py Lo recaive youwr visws on sush mat-
ters e the “Proposed Projsct® snd interrogatories,

Youw comments with regerd to the K34 Log were walcomed, end I am
in full agreemsnt Ghat 1t would by & wise precedent to have =1l As-
-sembly members paceiving eeples of latiers written &n behall of the
Cuardian, The Assombly, of course, tosk the firat step in this di-
rection when, at 1Lz last meeting, 1t established the policy that
gll Gierdienis letlhers to HSA mambers would be photo~-sopied and dis-
tribused to the vewainder of the Lssembly, It is perfeotly nstural
to miswmm that obther meil written for the Guardian should receive
s siniler type of trsatment,

The mmterials thnt you sent with vour letters bave been forwarded
to ¥r, Potzoldt, I itrust that &g soon ma he hme Pinished with them
he vill return thew te you,

in @ tolephons conversation with Jehn Byers lzst evening, I
lesrned that Kr, Petzoldi will be mestiing with cuwr legal counsel
goiatins next woek, I undsrstand that one of the ltems to be dis-
cwsed will be the preposed letter o sans-Guardisn ISA's, I sssume,
of courase, that they will slso disocuss et length the legal cases and
I mssu» we will be given & ccmplots repord on that meeting &s soon
gfter 1t 18 held e possible,

With regard te the sddvssses of the sans-Guardian ISA's, yowr sug-
g2stion to pose the euestlion to Br, Frey 1u, I believs, & sound one
~=gnd I hope may obbalm fuvorabls resulits, So far ws are withoub -
such & 1ist, Onm »ehall of ths ¥34, X have made inmguiry sboubt & liat
4o Rex King and Biward Lacy IIT (the letter, @ believer who came to
us from the Wilmebte body not too leng back), Welther has responded,
and I wrote them bhoth 313 wmeks mge., I am writing them both sgain
this evening to ascertals whether they osn be of any sssistence 1in
this matter, &% the Bems $ime, T shall be writing to apothsr basliever
whose naws was supgested by Ir. Prain, : :

Fo mnother matier: %io Gnardisn has requestsd owr ESA to mssume
the expenges you imeuwr in youwr Baha'l sorrespondesnse, I do not Imow
whsther Clarenss has wrlifian you shout this, but as youw mey know from
the recent Glad Tidings, owr N3A doss axpest to take care of thiz ex-~
pense for you, If Clarsree has not already contzoted you and made
errangsmente with you on this matter, I msaums he shall be writing
you shorily,.
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¥SA sec?ty o Josl Harangslle | rags two
Dse, 10, 19865 :

You should airo be informed that the sehsduled HSA meeting for
over the Christmas holidays is being celled off, It ig the unan~
imops sentimsnt of the membership that the mssting is not abselutely
essential at this time, One of the fundamental reasons for the can-
csllation of the meseting is that there are, at presssnt, no problems
confronting the NiX--that is, Broblems within the Paith under the
Hereditary Guardianship. The "parsonality preblems”--mt least those
dirested to the NSA--have either been resolved or controlled, (4t
eny rate, they are not epparent, if thers ars prodlems,) And per-
sonally, I am delighted to see such a situation, and I'm sure this
will be good news to you also, : -

The NSAfg biggest concern at this time--other than the legal
case-~-1s that of tesching., This conesrn 13, I believe, exposed in
the December issus of the Glad Tidiggg, However, conserned as ws
ave, teaching (eszpecislly national teaching) is not notlceably suc~
cosaful, Indeed, we ars without & nationsl tesching plan, per se,
And 3nite frankly, I don't think we really know what & ®pationsl
plan® enbailg--cther than stimieting and sncowraging individual
believers to Mgive the message® and then deing the same thing ocur-
sslves, .

I have thought about one avennue that might be pursusd at the
netional level, and that i3 an all-out mailing campaign employing
ono or two-=poasibly several--form lettera mbout the Falth to be

| sent to people throughout ths country., The letter(s), of course,
' would nead to bs cogent and appealing (that is, appaaiing'onough
t6 be read--whether liked or not), I intend to try drafting such
& lettor during the Christmas "vacation®, In the meantime, do you
‘heve any ldeoss o> suggastions that would helip usl

With warmest Baha'i love and grestings,

e ¥ .
STrads
Franklin D, Schlatter,
Secretary '
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§X\TO: ALL NSA MEMPRRS, THR GUARDIAN, & JORL MARARNCTLLA

SUBJRCT: A DRCFMBFR 28, 1965, ¥RFTING OF FOUR MRMBMRS OF THE LEGAL
COMMITTRE AND A TRLEPHONE CALL 70 OUR LEGAL COUNSEL,

On December 28, 1965, A.S, Petzoldt, John B, Byers, Marion Rhodes,
nd Pranklin Schlatter met at the Rhodes' residencs in Peoria, Illinols,
for purposes of discussing the latest developments in the legal sult
with the sans<Guardian Baha'is, One of ths fundamental reasons for the
meeting was a December 15th letter to the WSA Secretary from the Guard-
lan, %Seo photo~copy enclosed,)

The meeting opened at 1:30 P.M, with the readlng of a prayer, A
general discussion then took place regarding such matters as M¥rs,
Rhodes's meeting in Chicago with our legal counsel; the general cor-
respondence that had gone between Mr. Frey and lr, Petzoldt (mch of
which had been sent in mid«December}; the response of Wilmette to our
first two sets of inberrogatives (in which they made motlon that the
interrogatives be withdrawn because of thelr Irrevelance, their rhetor-
ical nature, thelr argumentative nature, etc,); the court's upholding
of Vilmette's motion with regard to the first two sets of interrogatives;
and the accepbtance by the court of our third set of interrogatoriea«=a
copy of which was sent to NSA members by Mr, Frey,

The Guardian's letter of 19 December was read 1in Iits entirety. Com-
parisons were then made with the Guardian's earller letters of October
12th and October 22nd, The parallels iIn the Cuardlan's statements were
noted;--the emphasis on teaching and the playing down of the legal case,
The October 12th letter called for the dropping of the sult; ths October
22nd letter said that the Guardian was interested in "what sans-Cuard-
fians of Paifa are willing to consult with us about,™ The Ootober 12th
letter sitressed teaching; the letter of the 22nd spoke of changing from
the methods of the past,

The group concurred that the Guardian's views wers bscoming more and
more pronounced insofar es our changing wethods was concerned, All mem-
bers present were In agresment that owr legal counsel needed to be cone
tacted, )

In addition to the Guardian's latest letter, the members needed to
discuss cerbain points ralsed in our legal counsel'!s recent correspon=-
dence, Not the least of those points was Mr, Frey's csomment in a Decewm-
beyr 21lst letter to Mr, Petzoldt about the cosits of the litigation be-
coming "exorbitant," After due consultation, the call was placed to ir,
Froy. Its inltlal purposes: (1) to determine what legal counsel meant
when he wrote that the costs were becoming exorbitant; (2) to learn whatb
would happen if we withdrew from the case (that 1s, what the costs and
reaults would be); (3} to learn what value our suit had other than as a
psychologlcal pressure on the sang<Guardians (we nesded to know how 1%
wag related to the trademark suit), :

Mr, Petzoldt and Mr, Byers used extenslon telephones for the calls
Pranklin Schlatter took notes of the Petzoldt-Byers conwersatlon and
such responses from Mr, Frey as could generally be ascertained, (WOTE:
The accuracy of those vliews attrlbuted to Mr. Frey must, therefore, be
subject to Mr, Petzoldt'!s and Mr, Byers® concurrence, However, the
gsetretary bolisves that most--1f not alle~the views are substantially
accurate, ) .
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