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Wonms, Geaman

14 Septemben 57‘970

Dean Mary Magdalene,

Joun letten of Septemeber 10th was neceived today and J hasten
Zo send you the enc[oqed statement which J Zrust will be of some

help to ‘yourn dean husband in getting the Jntearnat Revenue Senvice
Zo necognize his contributions to the Faith as valid deductiona
20 a neligious onganization. Jf there is anything [ukther J can
do in this regard, please do not hesitate to call upon me.

With haste J close this Bhort note and send you and youn
dean husband my loving greetings and best wishes.

Faithfully, your brother in ¢l Abha

Q’;w

OBF 006944
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THIRD GUARDIAN
OF THE BAHA'S WORLD FATTH

SLeg,fuea'.o.bxaMe. 22
Wonms, 6520, Geamany

14 Septemben 1970
70 wHom IT MY (UNCERY:

The undensigned is the successon-Guardian or Head of the Baha'i
Wordd Faith appointed by the second Guardian of the F (harles
Mason Remey, in accoadance with the (anons of the Faith (Please see
me/cz‘jt[jdd otostatic capy of hand-wnitten letten making Zhis appoint-
m

Jn viey of the extremely advanced age o t/Le second Guardian of
the Baha'i Faith and his COM ent uuzb y to contink@io assume

the burdend of his [f ce, the wzde/u.s aA now assumejthe nespnoi-
g%e,o of this Office as the activ L%ead and third Guandian of the

The Tenets and Principles of the Baha’i Wordd Faith as well as
its atatus as an i.rzdepmdem‘. R {on have been documented in a
pamphlet published some yeard# ago by the lUnited States Depantment of

Internion,

/h examination of the hiastony of the Bata' i Faith ({oumi in
most Dictionanies) show that zhe Authon of the Baha'i Revelation

was a Pensian M;bl.eman knoun as Baha'u'llah (Gloay of Godf Who Lived
in the middle of the last centuny and pasase @y in 1892 in /lcoa,
Palestine, having su ”efmed successive b pen from His native

dand beeause of His Tea

The Inetitution of Guandianship of the Ba/v.a i Faith was estab-
(shed in a wnitten Will and 7‘é.azam le,&t ¥ the son of the Foundenr
i/ze Faith, Sin Abdu'l-Baha Abbas, i ec/)aA in Haifa, Pales-
e in 1921. This Docunent was /wba,t B/LL&A% ourd as that
country was then a British Man The provisons of #his Testament
make the Guandianship a.n. lze/zedx,tcu and appointive oflice, iat is,
the Living Guandian of the Faith muAt _appoint his successon. i
the spinitual Head of the Faith, the Guardian dinects the wonld-wide
activities o/f the Faith, acts as ﬂze sole interpreten of its Te:chings
and sits as the (haimman fon life of its highest International Aaﬁm.ru/)
Zrative [wafy

Forn youn infonmation, Zoday, two groups of Baha';s will be _oun.d
namely t/wae w/w identify themaselves as members of the Unthodox Gaha i
Fa,u‘/z whose flead is in.e Zua/zd(.am. of the Faith and those who have
;lectea’ an international body who werves as the collegial head of Zhe

This widd ceaf?f Mg, Mary rﬁanafalene Wilkin is an enrodled
memben of the Onthodox Buba'i Faith. 5; contributions which ahe would

have made in the yean 1969 to (harnles /ﬂaAorz Kexneg, as second Guardian of

the Baha'i Faith would have been us " the wonddwide religious
activites of the Onthodox Baha'i Faith %GJAO nefemed to as the Baka'i

Faith unden the Heneditarny Guandianship) OBF 006946
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TO: ADVISORY BODY ON LEGAL CASE

July 17, 1966

FROM: F_D, Sehlatter

JUST A THOUGHT FOR THE FUTURE:

When we win both suits--and there is no doubt in my mind but
that we will win them both--we will have an excellent use for
the damages charged againsgt Wilmette. (?hat ig, 1t will be an
excellent uge if the Wilmette assembly intends not to cooper-
ate with us,}

All of us under the Hereditary Guardianship are convinced that
there is but one Baha'i Faith, Furthermore, I believe that all
of us would like to see the orthodox Faith established under the
name "The Baha'i Faith" without any additional words. Therefare,
I suggest that we keep in the back of our minds ome purpose for
the damages claims we have in our sult: negetiation.

When we win both suits we will be in a position to negotiate.
Pergonally, I hope that no negotiating will be necessary, that

the severed units may find some way to come together in complete
harmony. But barring such harmony, I feel that rather than ex-
tracting a cash settlement from the Wilmette & Hands® body, we
should use whatever finances decreed by the court as adequate
gettlement as our bargaining point. That is, the loser--Wilmette--
ghould take the longer name in return for our dropping the charges.
And if they're going to call themselves Baha'is (which, according
to the legal precedentes in the U.,S., they have a right to de), then
I submit that their national body should at least call itself the
National Spiritual Assembly under the Hands.

Thig is just a thought, but I don't feel that it's premature.
Yours faithfully,

Franklin D, Schlatter,
Secretary

OBF 006172
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