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Espanola, N.M.
January 5, 1970

Dear Joel Marangella:

We have received your letter addressed to "the faithful
supporters of the Covenant of Baha’u’llah throughout the world",
dated November 12, 1969.

It has brought us great Joy and comfort and assurance. We
would like to tell you at this time that we fully accept your~appoint-
ment as Third Guardian of the Faith of Baha’u’llah. We understand the
manner in which you were appointed and the ~anner in which that office
was assumed by you. It is to our sorrow that we did not recognize your
assumption of that office sooner.

As you have said, it has indeed been a heart-breaking and soul-
trying time for us all. Our intelligence was faced with the inconsis-
tencies and inaccuracies of Mason Remey’s letters and directives, and
our hearts with the question of how God could let this happen te his
beloved Faith. We could only wait with sorrow and frustration for
whatever God willed to be.

Now, so many things are explained and made clear that we can
only wonder that we did not see iZ before. But we thank God that we
did wait and did not lose faith or hope or belief in the ultimate
victory of the Faith.

New, we are able to turn to you a~ Third Guardian with a free
and happy heart. We need not feel guilty about turning away from
Mason Remey. He can and does now assume the station,to us and to the
Faith, of an honored, loved and respected "elder statesman". While
the Guardian must assume the position of the "sacred head", the past
Guardian is then the "distinguished member for life", giving of his
knowledge, experience and wisdom and yet,in no way, providing a dual
authority. This is the way we understand it.

We have here in our center in Santa Fe aounty, all the NSA
files, the archives entrusted to the NSA, the machinery, some litera-
~ and some books, in fact, most of the thin~ per~fl-nent to the
m~istry ~ the Second Guardian. We do not have the files on the legal
case. We believe Mr. Petzoldt retained them in his care. Also,
hoping for a future need, we have maintained the original S~ata Fe
address, P.O. Box 182.

Again let us express our happiness with your assumption of
the office of the Third Guardian of the Faith. If we can be of service
to you in any way, please let us know.

In the Service of Baha’u’llah

ames A. Mey Mey ° Irene Meyer

OBF 006716
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8 February 1970

Dear Baha’! sister.

Thank you ve~.y much for your kind letter of January 22nd
with its several enclosures which were most welcome, i noted
with great interest the inventory list of the publications
which remain in your stock for which I feel certain there will
be some demand as time ~oes onl~ Also I wa~ glad to peruse again
the enclosure showing the scope of your activities there which
have been so meritorious in the past and for which the faithful
friends owe you a great debt of grahltud~. While for the moment
these activities have been suspended you should regard this as
only a temporary condition made necessary by the present state
of~ affairs in our beloved Faith.

i read with great interest the enclosure entitled ~’A ~es=age
of vital importance to all believers in the US ¯ ¯ ." concerning
the injunction. The important thing which this brings out is
that the inju~:ction was ta_~ez~ out against "The ~tional Spiritual
Assembly of the Baha~is of the United States Under the Hered~ary
GUardianship" as the counter-defendant. It therefore has no
app~icabillty to the ~aithful f~iends~who are no longer under
the jurisdiction of this administrative oody which has ceased
to e~lst. The activities of the friends ~ America under my
guardia~shlp are being taken on an individual basis. In the
October 1966 i~sue of t~e Glad Tidings \~l~ich you so kindly
Called to my atte~tion I note that under the a~’ticle entitled
"NSA Accepts Terms’~ there is the statement that .ih-ivately we
may call ou~selves Baha’is as the Conclu6ions of Law states
that the V;ilmette NSA does not presume to infringe on ~.ur right
to religious libert~ to organize and worship according to our
’d~ta~es. On~ might add that they cannot under the constitutional
guarantees of this same religious liberty prevent~l~es from
announcing to anyone whom we choose our ~onvictions of faith.
Such an infringement is preposterous and Can never be accepted.
Ho~ many of those heroes of God in the da~s of the Dawnbre~3~ers
suffered death rather than recant _publicly their faith? The
same principle is involved now.

Thank you so much for your kind offer of help. As ti]~,e goe~
on I am sure tha~ your assistance will be required either directly
or indirectly.

You have by this time received my general letter dated 8
January and will have n’o’~ed,~,~r the ~ime being at least i
am planning to shift the t~eV~o~ 9o~nt of our activities in
the United :-~ta~es to the ~ast. This seems to have advantages
for the time being for several re~.sons not ~he least important
of which is that it may contribute to a l~s~ening of the frictions
that have existed ior all too long a period betwe~n the friends
in the Rock~ mountain area.

Your continued support of the guav,.~ianship is greatly
treasured and I pray that Baha’u~lla~ ,u~ay open the way for
~ou~. futu.~-e services to His Cause and on behalf of the Covenant.

Wi~h warmest Baha’i greetings to you and all of the~Meyers.

brother in E1 Abh~Faithfully, your

OBF 006595
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January 22, 1970
Espanola, N.M.

Dear Joel Marangella:

We have received your letter of January 13, 1970. Thank you
for your warm welcome.

Enclosed are several tiems you may find informative. One paper
explains the position cf the believers after the injunction was
accepted by the NSA, but while the NSA was still a fu$ctiomlng body.
After that, of course, the NSA was ordered dissolved by Mason Remey
and his wishes were obeyed. This left the believers in a "every man
for himself" position, a position which we still occupy individually.

One of the enclosed Glad Tidings has an article which explains
the function of the Distribution and Reproduction Committee which
we manned, and what we are able to do here.

Enclosed also is a literature list of supplies on hand. The
friends received most of this when it was first printed, hence there
were not too many calls for the remainder. The quantities made at
the time were, in most cases, far in excess of the need. Any future
printings ~hould be limited to the actual need. We have retained
the original mimeo stencils of the work ~e have done here, and were
this to be continued, it would assure that new quantities of any
given article could be made at any time. Some of this literature is
quite obsolete but some of it will remain pertinent always.

In addition to the literature and archives, we have the larg~e
.mi.meo~ra0h and an addressograph machine. Many of the addresses are
now incorrect bu~ ~e have a good supply of blanks so new ones can be
cut if we can ascertain and correlate addresses.

The typewriters are our own. ~¢e are short of supplies at the
moment, but there remains a~fund of~ about O~ with which to replenish.

wish rowe offer these things and ourselves for whatever use you may ~emplcy them.

In regard to,Box 182~Santa Fe, this was used firstly as a
permanent address f~rr~n~~aith Under the Hereditary Guardianship,
The only legal a~ress for the NSA, a permanent address of continuity
no matter-who the members of the NSA. It was further used as a
~g hous~ for inter-F ith mail for all members of the Faith. It
~as an entirely impersonal address, having no direct connection with
the friends in Santa Fe, accessible only to members of the NSA and
the D & R committee. It was with the idea of keeping this well-
known address as a point of continuity that it has been ~ept cpeno

You also mentioned in your letter ~l!e only faithful B~’i le_~ft
~. She is Mrs. Helen Pettlt, 73 y~ar~ old and partially
blind. She loves th~ ~aith but Im very confused due to the sometimes
conflicting letters she received over the cast several years. I am
sure that time and patient explanation wil~ enable her to accept the
third Guardian.

We look forward to receiving your general letter which you also
mentioned.

Baha’ i Regards

OBF 006596
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~orms, Germany
5 April 19~O

Dear Carole and Framk,

This will ackmowledge both of your kind letters dated March 9.
I was very glad tc have your letter, Carole, confirming your acceptance
of my guardianship and I appreciate your warm sentiments.

Both of you are ~@uthful and activ~ people who ~e coming in
contact with a lot of people. It is ~ h~pe that you may f~d
some of these people receptive te the Faith and that they may
e~entu~ be led t@ embrace ~he Faith. The wid~ Our clr~le of
contacts the ~etter it ~ Decause the law of averages alone assures us
~hat ulti~tely we are going to meet some wh~ will be t~nking along
Baha’i lines.

W~t you wrote, ~a~, abom~ the news colons written by a sans-
Guardi~ Baha’i which had the flavor ef a religious zealot was
~teresting. There is no question that this has often been our
pr~hle~ in the past in try~g to ’~e" Baha’is. Act~lly, we can’t
~e ~ha’is. They have to ~ke the~elves, that is~ their conscious-
ness ~ to evolve %o the pe~nt where they perceive ~he re.ties of
the Faith for the~elves. Of course, the spiritual energies released
in the world by the appearance of Ba~’u’llah ~ve quickened all
things ~d for th~ reason h~ty is moving tow~ds the verities
of the Faith, however unbeknownst to itself. Certainly, we see more
people today who, although they have never heard of toe Faith,are
th~<ing l~e ~a’~.~.than was the case when I was a~ boy.

I regret ts learn that you have become estrang~, ~a~, frmm
yo~ brother but, alas, the last few yea~ has f~und this sit.rich
very prevalent. I, ~o, ~ve suffered from th~ ~ ~ twin sister
became a sans-Guardian Baha’i ~med~tely after the ~o~l~atiom
¯ f the second G~di~, not to mention my mother ~d father. This
came as a shock te me ~rticu~rly because they had always ch~pioned
the institution of the G~rdiansnip.

You have by th~ time received news of the f@r~tion of the
National B’~eau in the City of the Covenant. This Bureau will
re~in in existence, at least unt~ the formation of e~ f~st
Ba~ ’i~ad~atrative body ~ the United States. W@~d y~u,~a~,
t~n ~er~y seer~t~ial record~ that you ~y ~ve pertai~g te
the fe~er ~A under the second Guardian. The ~eau will then
~ss them on te the first administrative Dody that exercis~ national
j~sdietion in tb~ country.

Irene joins in sen~ng our loving greet~gs a~ best w~h~ f~r
the success of yo~ devoted ~bors f~r His ~use and the triumph of
the C~ve~mt of Baha’u’llah.

Faithfu~, yo~ brother ~ ~ Abha,

OBF 006661

~ EXHIBIT    1
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