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NSA Discusses
Financial Analysis

As is the case with most organiza-
tions, the activities of the National
Spiritual Assembly are dependent upon
the ability of the organization to in-
form the believers of its obligations.
Realizing its obligation to inform
the believers of its plans and com-
mitments so as to obtain their
confident support, the NSA now wishes
to share with the believers its assess-
ment of its present and projected fi-
nancial program. The program can be
divided into three categories: 1) our
own national needs, 2) the commit-
ment we have made to the Interna-
tional Baha't Council, and 3) our con-
tribution to the Guardian.

The variety of expenditures and the
amounts required for the NSA’s opera-
tion in past years was presented in the
Convention report with the last issue
of Glad Tidings. The present operation
is unchanged in that the NSA must, of
course, meet such “household expenses”
as telephone and mailing costs and of-
fice equipment expenses. (The NSA is
now in the process of purchasing an
address machine. At the same time, it
needs filing cabinets.) In addition to
previous expense plans, however, the
NSA wishes to carry out an extensive
publicity campaign employing large
quantities of a special Glad Tidings.
Nation-wide publicity has long been
requested by the Guardian, and the Na-
tional Assembly is hopeful of promot-
ing such teaching as soon as possible.
Another part of such publicity is the
development of two or three pamphlets
—materials already approved by the
NSA but being withheld until funds
are available. $100 to $200 is required
for pamphlets in some quantity.

Naturally, the financial needs of the
NSA itself also include the costs of the
legal suit, and the importance of meet-
ing such expenses cannot be over-
stated. Unfortunately, the finances re-
quired for our defense of the Faith in

‘he civil courts cannot be prede-
termined. Certainly - regardless of
the course of future events — funds

will be needed. The NSA would like to
see some provisions made to cover any
contingencies related to the suit. If
possible, funds should be set aside for

HSA Makes Plans
To Extend Faith

At their recent 4th of July meeting
in Boulder, Colorado, the NSA mem-
bers voted unanimously to put into
effect the recommendation of the 19€6
Convention to use the Glad Tidings as
a means of presenting the Baha'i Faith
to the general public. The idea in-
volves the printing of “special” issues
of Glad Tidings which would contain
material on current, relevant topics of
national and world-wide concern. The
theme for the first issue will center
upon ’'Abdu‘l-Baha’s “Tablet to the
Hague,” which the Guardian has urged
be placed into widespread distribution.

Frank Schlatter was appointed Liter-
ary Editor of the ‘“specials,” and has
initiated plans to release the first edi-
tion in Septeruber. The task of writing
the separate articles will be assigned
to various individuals. All of the
articles for the first issue will be
related to the theme of world peace
which ’Abdu’l-Baha’ outlines in His
“Tablet,” and will be designed to at-
tract the attention of individuals ard
groups dedicated to the achievement oi
the ideals of universality expressed in
the Baha’i teachings.

Plans for the first edition include
the printing and distribution of 20900
copies at an estimated cost of $400.00.
Marion Rhodes was appointed to the
position of Coordinator of Distribution.
and will be responsible for coordinat-
ing the efforts of the Baha'is to insure
a more effective coverage.
unanticipated expenses. At present,
provisions of such a nature cannot be
made because the funds are not avail-
able. .

The financial costs incurred by the
International Baha’i Council are also
being absorbed by our NSA. Prior to
the IBC’s functioning on behalf of the
Guardian, the Guardian himself was
paying for the activities now taken
over by the IBC. The Guardian's ex-
penses were about $100 a month. It is
this amount that the NSA has pledged
each month to the International Coun-
cil. If we had had this obligation last
year we would have ended the year
with a $600 deficit.

With respect to the contribution to
the Guardian from the NSA (a contri-

(Continued on Page 4)

NSA MEETS

Meeting over the 4th of July week-
end, the National Spiritual Assembly
consulted at length about the condi-
tions of the Faith and the numerous
tasks confronting us. Convention rec-
ommendations were reviewed and ac-
tion taken on all those not previously
fulfilled. The financial aspects of the
NSA’s plans were discussed. Numerous
actions were taken, among them the
enlargement of the Legal Committee to
include all NSA members and O. Ed-
ward Schlatter. During its sessions the
Legal Committee contacted our legal
counsel and directed him to supcena a
member of the sans-Guardian NSA for
the answering of interrogatories. The
committee also made provisions for the
submission of a large quantity of inter-
rogatories to the legal counsel for his
use. Still other legal maneuvers were
discussed.

The NSA spent a number of hours in
its review of the legal case and its
ramifications. Some concern was ex-
pressed over the apparent misunder-
standing of some believers, particularly
foreign believers, who seem to feel that
our NSA is, through our legal suit, tak-
ing recriminatory action against the
sans-Guardian group. In actuality, the
NSA’s legal action has been taken to
protect the Faith itself. The NSA wants
it clearly understood that our activity
in the legal suit is without bitterness or
any intent of reprisal toward those who
now oppose the Guardianship of the
Faith. Indeed, the legal objectives of
the NSA have always been to awaken
the sans-Guardians to the inaccuracy of
their present viewpoint and, af the
same time, to protect ourselves under
the laws of the United States. The NSA
wishes to reaffirm that we purstie no
financial gain or physical property. We,
in our legal activities, are attempting
to maintain ourselves in keeping with
the laws of the land. All believers
should realize that civil recognition of
our adherence to the tienets of the
Faith is essential to our existence.
Without such recognition, the Faith un-
der the Guardianship in the United
States will be struck a paralyzing blow,
for the legal action against us is -cal-
culated to destroy all traces of the

(Continued on Page 3)
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