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Santa Fe, MNew Mexico

A group of concerned believers came together during the
EBEaster vacation for the purpose of discussing and examining
the present conditions of the Faith, and to determine whether
there exist any possibilities for future action. The group
first discussed and summarized the present status cf the Faith
in the United States:

1. Legally, here in the U.S. the Baha'i Faith undex the ...
Guardianship does not exist. There is only one Baha'i Faith; =
Wilmette is that Baha'i Faith; and use of the names and symbols
of this religion by groups not authorized by Wilmette consti-~
tutes unfair competition and an 1nfrlngnment of their ownership.
of these items. The effect of Wilmette's injunction is to make

Py

it unlawful for any Baha'i. Faith other than Wilmette to exist.

zhe Baha'i Faith under the CGuardianship
does not exist. With the dissolution of the National Spiritua
Assembly, the corpora -atus of the Faith came to an end, 2
with it the power of theé Faith to act as a body, or to take ad-
vantage of the rights and privileges accorded reéligions by the
laws of the United States (such as tax deductions for donatlon
to rellglons). : : '

‘2. On the recordé

3. In the Unltedfj‘ates no center for receiving or distri-
butlng mail or literature exists. Despite the existence of a’
reproductzon and distrlbutlon center® in Espanola, no person
or group is authorized® to act as a receiver or distributor of -
mail, and the faczlltles 1n Espanola have been alternately 1a~
nored or utilized. : :

4. Pinally, the Guardlan has stated thait he will no ‘orge&7
issue letters to the bellevwrs in the United States.

Given this set of conditions, certain guestions were posed: . |

1. What will become of the Baha’i Faith in the uUnited
States? 1Is it doomed to disintegration and extincticon?

2. Is there ahy protection for the individual who, while
attempting to teach the Faith, inadvertently violates Wllmette’@ N
interpretation of the injunction?

3. How can we determine the limits to which Wilmette can
go in suppressing our freedom of religion? ‘The word “Baha'i®
cannot be used., Wilmette has objected to our use of the word
"abha.® How far can this go?
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4. Can we teach under these conditicne? Can we even
to be Baha'is?

5, Baha®u'llah instructs us to teach. The injunction for-
bids us to teach. Wherein dces the individual's obligation lie?

6. Can we regain our Constitutional right to freedom of
rzeligion? -

7. Can we do it individually?

8. Have we for too long shirked our individual respor&zw»g;.j
bilities? Have we not too leng delegated our functions and .
responsibilities to thée Guardian? Have we not been in exror in.
expecting the Guardiah to bear the sole burden of managing eur’
affalrs? : e

9. Should we not hc deing now what has alwayz been our. .
rasponsipility?

1. ®What is oux responalbxlity Is it to handle the affaigé'~
of the Pailth as 1nd1v1dua15? Or is it to handle the zffairs of -
the Paith as a community? .

1L Are we not obligated by injunctions in the 2géas to ,
band togather and funcfxcn as a comnunity? '

Those meeting togethexr faced these guestions, and resolved
to take action lest the Faith in America be permitted to die.’
Letters received from friends have suggested the creation of _
an organization in oxder to preserve the life of the Faith under
the Guardianship. We agree that organization is essential,

Our discussion raised the possibility of creating a npa-
tional Couvncil, which would deal with those activitiss which
are the responsibility of the believers themzelves, and which
are not %o be inflicted upon the Guardian. The Council would
initiate an investigation into means whersby the stigme of
illegality may be rewoved from our PFaith, and initiate sieps
to restore our rights to practice and teach cur religion. 7%The
Council would necessarily be empowered to smpeak and act Ior the
body of helievers in these matters.

The question of the composition of this Council and ths
manner of its election were discussed, Suggesticns fox the
nunber ©of members rangad from three to five persons. Et wag
suggestad that better representat‘on of the believers iatezenta
could be obtained by devising a pattern cf election of dele-
gates, or members, from geographical areas.
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right answers to these
re body of believers is
ngsible basis of con-
the time to volce
g your ra2plisas to
Ever RApril 15th.

u may regggud in lec~

epared for mimeo-

MaClymonds Pat Schlatter
atter Pearl Harvey
Worndan Frauvk Schlatter

arn wtaers who would have wished to
«éanKLrwz o this letter, but unfortunately
and slirrumstances did nobt permit it.
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A MESSAGE OF VITAL IMPORTALCE TO ALL BELIEVERS IN THE UNITED STATES E‘%}M, s

s Az
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OF AMERICA UNDER THE HZREDITARY GUARDIANSHIP

Dear Friends:

On August 2, 1966, the Guardian of the Faith issued the
folowing directive to the National Spiritual Assembly:

" THE CASE IN COURT SHOULD BE DROPPED AWD STOPPED IMMEDIATELY
IEGARDLESS OF THE CONSEQUENCES LETTING THE NSA GET OUT OF ITS
DIFICULTIES AS BEST THEY CAN.

" LET THOSE WHO WISH A GUARDIAN GIVE THEIR S2IRITUAL SUPPORT
70 HIM AND LET THOSE WHO DO NOT WISH A GUARDIAN GO THEIR WAY
TAKING THE CONSEQUENCES THEREOF,"

The directive was transmitted to the NSA through Joel Marangella,
President of the Second International Baha'i Council, in a letter of
August 6, 1966 and received by John Byers, Third Vice-President of
the Council on August 11, 1966, In Mr, Marangella's accompanying
remarks were these words:

"The recent communications vwhich your Assembly has for-
warded through the intermediary of John Byers concerning develope=
ments in the legal case including your letter of 8 July addressed
jointly to the Guardian and myself have been referred to the Guardian.

"In a letter from the Guardian, dated 2 August 1966, he has
acknowledged receipt of these communications and has transmitted the
following directive. (see above)

"The National Spiritual Assembly and the faithful believers
under the Guardianship in America must give their complete, instant
and exact obedience to the foregoing instructions from the Guardian
of the Cause of God,"

The National Spiritual Assembly has quickly and unequivocally
followed the Guardian's directive. Upon receipt of the letter, the
NSA arranged for a meeting with our legal counsel, Mr. Frey. Five
members of the NSA and John Byers, IBC member, met with Mr. Prey on
Saturday, August 13, 1966 in his Evanstan, Illinois office,

In compliance 7ith the Guardian's directive, the NSA stopped
our suit against the ilmette body, (2) stopped those actions per-
taining to the trademark suit brought against us by Tilmette, and
(3) stopped an appeal from a tentative injunction -thich Wilmette had
entered against us. This stops all legal action on our part.

This means that we no longer have a suit for the return of the
Temple properties, etc. from Tilmette, that e have stopped contend-
ing for the trademarks they have claimed as theirs and that we are
permanently under the injunction that was issued against us on June,28
1966 and which had been subject to our appeal, but such right has now
been waived in obedience to the Guardian's directive.

The following is the injunction entered against us and under
the terms of which we must function from now on.
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Injuact.on issued June 23, 1 266

"1t is orlered, o2djulged 2nd lecreed that the counter-defendant,
fhe Hations~l 3oiritual lssenbly of the S-nan'is of the United 3tates
of America Under the Hereditary Guardianship, Inec., its oilicers,
agents, servonts, employees, attorneys, ancd all persons in active
concert or »articination with them, incluling ~ffiliated Loc2l
S»iritusl Assemblies, groups, ~nd inldividuals, or any of them, be
and they are hereby enjoined Irom using in their -ctivities the
designctions 'ilotional Sviritual issenbly of the 3xhi'is of the United
States of meric- Under the Heredit~ry Zu-rii-nship, Inc.,' 'Bau~'i
Te s 2ure~u, ' '3-oma'i Towvad Yobin, ' Y3ahnti', trodemark representa
tions of the Baha'i Houce of ‘orshin, the .rabic design 'Te rectest
Name,' and any other “esign-tion which by colorable imitation or
other-ise is li%ely to be mistalken for or coanfused -rith the counter-
cleimont's n~ae or maris 25 indicated -~bove or is 1izely to create
the erroneous impression that countar defenl~nt's religious activities,
subliecations or Jdoctrine orimiaste  ith counter..cliimant, -nl from
otherise competing unlairly ith counterclaimant or indringing
counterclaimants rizhts,”

#ull details on the consecuences of the above actions —"ill be
sent to you as soon >s possible, Hoever, our legal counsel has
provided the ISA rith some suidlines in his "Answers to special
guestions asked by Baha'i clients” (attached)

. The ISA relizes that the friends may have further questions

in regard to these recent Jdevelovements in the . :ith Under the
Hereditary Guardionship in .merica. Therefore, 2ny ruestions that

a believer may hove should be dicected to %he II1SA "%, insofr as is
possible, every inocuiry will receive a response, either ~ersounnaly
or by genaral letter to 211 believerse

The IJSA '-ishes to remind the friends th-t althouzh “re are no
longer a functioning organization in the nublic eye, we zre still
legally incorvorated and able to function -rithin our o-m organiza-
tlon.a Tpe ISA oné loeals (vhether official or uno.ficial) still
have jurisdiction over the actions of the friends -rithin the organ-
ization. All must be obedient and consult aos set Torth in the fteach-~
ings 2nd our Declaration of Trusta

2o _one must cct alone without consulting his loc~l or WSA.
Oh;nnels 7111 remain the same - ithin the orzanization, those policies
iaich have been set-up in the Hast will remnin uncincnged cnad still
nust be alhsred to until changed by a2ct of the Guoriizin or the IISA,

The 1'53A hownes that each believer uniler the Guar innship ~rill
nor redouble his efforts to teach the J~ith 11 meet this creant
challenge by sceling ne-r and different wvays of teaching. The Guar-~
Gian hos reveztelly called Tor -rideswvread teaching efforts., HMay e
21l no'r renerr our supnort of the Pith under the Herelit~ry Guordion~
siip, obtain in full measure our sniritual nourishment Trom the
Tecehings of the Jause of Baha'u'llah :nd dedicnte ourselves to the
~sole task of s»redding the message of Shet Jaith %o Lthe peeples
of the -rorld, :

Jodthfully,
In the Service of Bzha'u'llah
~nt dis Second Guardian

H~tional Spiritual Assembly
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